THE CAMPAIGN ARGUMENTS OF LEAVE AND REMAIN DURING THE
BREXIT PROCESS

A THESIS SUBMITTED TO
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
OF
MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

BY

EYLUL YILMAZ

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF EUROPEAN STUDIES

APRIL 2024






Approval of the thesis:

THE CAMPAIGN ARGUMENTS OF LEAVE AND REMAIN
DURING THE BREXIT PROCESS

submitted by EYLUL YILMAZ in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Science in European Studies, the Graduate School of Social
Sciences of Middle East Technical University by,

Prof. Dr. Sadettin KIRAZCI
Dean
Graduate School of Social Sciences

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Basak Zeynep ALPAN
Head of Department
Department of European Studies

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zerrin TORUN
Supervisor
Department of International Relations

Examining Committee Members:

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Serif Onur BAHCECIK (Head of the Examining Committee)
Middle East Technical University
Department of International Relations

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zerrin TORUN (Supervisor)
Middle East Technical University
Department of International Relations

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ozlem KAYGUSUZ
Ankara University
Department of International Relations







I hereby declare that all information in this document has been obtained and
presented in accordance with academic rules and ethical conduct. | also declare
that, as required by these rules and conduct, | have fully cited and referenced

all material and results that are not original to this work.

Name, Last Name: Eylil YILMAZ

Signature:



ABSTRACT

THE CAMPAIGN ARGUMENTS OF LEAVE AND REMAIN DURING THE
BREXIT PROCESS

YILMAZ, Eyliil
M.S., The Department of European Studies
Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zerrin TORUN

April 2024, 186 pages

After the announcement of the former prime minister of the United Kingdom, David
Cameron, about the date of the referendum on remaining in or leaving the European
Union in February 2016, it has become official that the Brexit campaigns were
starting to be held. The result of the referendum (51.8% in favor of leave, 48.1% in
favor of remain) showed that Euroscepticism made a leap since the similar 1975
referendum in which 67.2% voted to remain in the European Economic Community.
The campaigns leading to Brexit referendum have been shaped according to public
opinion. However, the campaigns were not just the reflection of people’s ideas, but
also, they were the routers of new perspectives towards Brexit. This thesis will
analyze the Brexit campaigns that lasted until June 2016 referendum and present the
arguments of leave and remain campaigns based on campaign sources, newspapers,

news channels, and academic publications.

Keywords: Brexit, UK Politics, European Union, European Integration,

Euroscepticism



0z

BREXIT SURECINDE AYRILMA VE KALMA KAMPANYASI ARGUMANLARI

YILMAZ, Eyliil
M.S., The Department of European Studies
Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Zerrin TORUN

Nisan 2024, 186 sayfa

Birlesik Krallik’in eski bagbakani David Cameron’in Subat 2016’da Avrupa
Birligi’nde kalma veya AB’den ayrilma referandumunun tarihini agiklamasinin
ardindan, Brexit kampanyalarinin yapilmaya baslandigi resmiyet kazandi.
Referandumun sonucu (%51.8 ayrilma lehinde, %48,1 kalma lehinde), Avrupa
stipheciliginin, %67,2’sinin Avrupa Ekonomik Toplulugu’nda kalma yoniinde oy
verdigi benzer 1975 referandumundan bu yana bir sigrama yaptigini gosterdi.
Kampanyalar kamuoyu goriislerine gore sekillendirilmistir. Ancak kampanyalar
sadece insanlarin fikirlerini yansitmakla kalmadi, ayni zamanda Brexit’e yonelik
yeni bakis agilarinin yonlendiricisi oldu. Bu tez, Haziran 2016 referandumuna kadar
siiren Brexit kampanyalarini analiz edecek ve kampanya kaynaklari, gazeteler, haber
kanallar1 ve akademik yaymlar temelinde ayrilma ve kalma kampanyalarinin

arglimanlarini1 sunacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Brexit, Birlesik Krallik siyaseti, Avrupa Birligi, Avrupa
biitiinlesmesi, Avrupa Siipheciligi



“There are no hopeless situations. There are only people without hope. I have never

’

lost hope.’

Mustafa Kemal ATATURK
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The United Kingdom, a country that adopted Euroscepticism in its identity for a long
time, embodied its distance and adverseness to the idea of Europeanization by voting
leave in the Brexit referendum in 2016." The decision to leave the Union not only
reflected the culmination of years of Eurosceptic sentiment within the UK but also
marked a significant shift in its geopolitical orientation, signaling a desire for greater
sovereignty, control over immigration policies, and an assertion of national identity

independent from the supranational framework of the European project.

The two topics of research of this thesis are the relationship between the United
Kingdom and the European Union, and the arguments of the leave and remain
campaigns during the Brexit process. The most remarkable element of this
relationship between the two actors has been the rising distance and Euroscepticism
in the eyes of the UK’s public through the years, and this distance has especially fed
by the UK’s politicians and mass media. The image of the Union as an increasingly
distant and bureaucratic formation, coupled with Eurosceptic notions, has been
reinforced by political figures and deepened through the influential role of the mass
media in shaping public opinion. Over the years, political discourse and media
narratives have played a pivotal role in framing the UK's relationship with the Union,
contributing to the growing sense of skepticism and a perceived loss of national

sovereignty among the UK public.

After presenting the historical relationship between the two actors which was mainly
dominated by the Eurosceptic views and actions, this thesis presents a literature

review regarding academic and newspaper articles for both campaign groups. This

! This work was prepared in the author’s personal capacity, entails her personal views and does not
reflect the views of the institution she is employed by.
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literature review aims to provide a comprehensive understanding through analysis of
scholarly research and media coverage, and seeks to clarify the evolving dynamics,
key arguments, and public sentiments that have shaped the discourses of the two

campaign groups.

The most emphasized elements of this thesis for the pro-remain campaign are
economy, immigration, global credibility, and security. As its primary aim, the pro-
remain side conducted its campaign to protect the status quo by showing Brexit as a
change with a potential unbalanced and unclear future. Thus, the pro-remain
campaign showed the Union as a stabilizing force for economic prosperity,
diplomatic collaboration, and social cohesion. The campaign emphasized the
importance of existing agreements, trade partnerships, and shared policies that could

be disrupted by the withdrawal from the Union.

The most emphasized elements of this thesis for the pro-leave campaign are
immigration, economy, and sovereignty. As its primary aim, the pro-leave side
conducted its campaign to change the status quo by showing Brexit as a liberating
and empowering change for the UK. Thus, the pro-leave campaign showed the
Union as an entity that damages the UK’s control over its borders, as a burden for the

economy, and a force that shakes decision-making autonomy of the UK.

1.1. Primary and Secondary Research Questions

The primary research question of this thesis is “What are the factors behind the

success of the pro-leave campaign in terms of campaign strategies?”

There are two secondary research questions addressing this point: Firstly, “How has
the relationship between the United Kingdom and the European Union evolved over
time?”. Secondly, “What are the main events, actors, and discussions that formed the

leave and remain campaigns during the Brexit process?”

This thesis argues that Euroscepticism has been ingrained in the identity of the

United Kingdom for many years, and as a result of this, the public voted yes in the
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referendum to leave the European Union, with the guidance of both politicians and

the mainstream media over the years.

The main elements of the rhetoric of the pro-leave campaign supporters have been
sovereignty, immigration, and economy, which were emerged in hard Eurosceptic
perspective of the UK’s public for many years, and which were circulated
successfully by the political parties and the mass media. Because of the inadequate
way of ownership of its arguments, the pro-remain campaign fell behind its rival and
could not protect the status quo of the UK. Thanks to its provocative way of handling
the referendum process, the pro-leave campaign achieved to change the status quo by
referring to Eurosceptic worries of the public such as losing control of sovereignty to
a supranational organization, having a less secure country to live in because of the
immigrants coming from the other European countries, and having an unbalanced
economy because of being dependent to another superior one with rules that it cannot

dominate.
1.2. Data, Methodology and Methods

This thesis mainly benefits from qualitative research, which aims to acquire
understanding of the arguments and details of the subject through newspaper and
academic publishing. In this regard, the main sources of this thesis are the newspaper
and academic articles that examine the Brexit campaign process, especially referring
to the main arguments, rhetoric, and the actors of both the pro-leave and the pro-
remain sides. Thus, besides the academic articles and books, this thesis also
benefited from the articles of news sources such as The Guardian, BBC, and The

Telegraph.

The main secondary sources of this thesis are party manifestos and political
discourses regarding the most effective parties, politicians, and campaign groups that
form the pro-leave and the pro-remain sides of the Brexit campaign process. In
addition, this thesis has also benefited from online websites and blogs to deep dive

into the arguments of both campaign sides.

This thesis adopts an approach that aims to gain an understanding of the Brexit

campaign process by analyzing the historical relationship between the United
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Kingdom and the European Union firstly. Thus, the thesis starts with an analysis of
the relationship between the two actors, starting from the aftermath of the World War
II, continues with UK’s joining to the Union, and ends with the analysis of the

governments which ruled until Brexit.

1.3. Structure of the Thesis

In the second chapter, this thesis examines the arguments of the pro-remain
campaign side of the Brexit process in the light of political campaign groups,
businesspeople, artists, academics, environmentalists, politicians, and newspapers. In
addition, the thesis also refers to advertisements and social media usage of the
campaign. At the end, the thesis arrays the reasons behind the failure of the pro-

remain campaign.

In the third chapter, this thesis examines the arguments of the pro-leave campaign
side of the Brexit process in the light of Euroscepticism, the 1975 referendum,
political campaign groups, businesspeople, academics, politicians, and newspapers.
In addition, the thesis also refers to advertisements and social media usage of the
campaign. At the end, the thesis arrays the reasons behind the achievement of the

pro-leave campaign.



CHAPTER 2

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE
EUROPEAN UNION

This chapter will present the historical development of the relationship between the
United Kingdom and the European Union; by referring to the European Union and
the earlier European communities, the United Kingdom’s political background, and

the development of the Brexit process between the two actors.

2.1. Pre-European Union Period of the United Kingdom

After the World War II, Europe had become a place that must be reshaped and saved
from the devastating remnants of the war, both economically and politically.? Also,
the human losses had reached sixty million at the end of the war.® These two facts
had formed the ideas of establishing permanent peace and consensus among the
European countries to avoid another war in the area. At the beginning of the 1950s,
with the changing perspectives towards building consensus and diplomacy, European

politicians had started to act with the aim of integrating their countries.

While the British governments had leaned towards intergovernmental cooperation
mainly with the support of Scandinavian and Irish governments, the other European
governments had been on the side of the establishment of a supranational institution,
and they had started to brainstorm for this establishment. One of the most in-demand

ideas was the establishment of the European Parliament and this desire to integrate

? Centre Virtual de la Connaissance sur L’Europe, “The post-war European idea and the first European
movements (1945-1949)” https://www.cvce.eu/en/education/unit-content/-/unit/7b137b71-6010-4621-
83b4-b0caO6a6b2cb, accessed on 1 March 2022

3 The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica, “The Blast of World War II”
https://www.britannica.com/topic/history-of-Europe/The-blast-of-World-War-1II, accessed on 1 March
2022



the European countries had caused severe divergences between the European

countries.

In 1951; in accordance with the Paris Treaty, the European Coal and Steel
Community was established with the aim of integrating European countries in terms
of industrial relationships and benefits, thanks to the incentives of Robert Schuman,
who was the French Minister of Foreign Affairs in that time.* This industrial-rooted
establishment was a critical step that led to create new opportunities for political

integration among the European countries.

The Treaty of Rome had formed the milestones for the formation of the European
Union in 1957. The United Kingdom had a good relationship with the USA® and it
had been opposed to the supranational characteristics of the Treaty of Rome.®
Despite that it was invited to the signing of the Treaty of Rome, the UK did not
respond to the invitation because of these two reasons; thus, the UK had not signed

the binding treaties that formed the early European communities.

In terms of economic integration, two critical steps were taken in 1957 and 1958
after signing the Treaty of Rome.” With the formation of the European Economic
Community in 1957, economic unity of the European states was s‘trengthened,8 and
one of the first steps for the formation of the common market was taken. With the
establishment of the European Atomic Energy Community in 1958, the economic
integration process was moved further, especially by securing the nuclear use of the
member states. Securing nuclear use was achieved by encouraging research, assuring

safe procurement for the member states, supervising the civilian use of nuclear

* EUR-Lex, “Treaty establishing the European Coal and Steel Community, ECSC Treaty”

® Julia Clavel, “UK’s ambiguous relationship with the EU”, Open Diplomacy, 24 March 2016,
https://www.open-diplomacy.eu/blog/uk-s-ambiguous-relationship-with-the-eu, accessed on 1 March
2022

® UK in a Changing Europe, “Why did the United Kingdom not join the European Union when it
started?”, 21 September 2020, https://ukandeu.ac.uk/the-facts/why-did-the-united-kingdom-not-join-
the-european-union-when-it-started/, accessed on 1 March 2022

’ European Parliament, “Treaty of Rome (EEC)”

® European Union, “History of the European Union 1945-59”
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goods, and putting health and security principles forward.? Thanks to these security

precautions, the Community achieved to ensure peace among the member states.

1961 was a turning point of the UK’s attitude towards the European communities.
The first talks of the UK’s joining the European Economic Community had begun®®
and the application was made same year.11 The reason for this changing attitude and
the aim of the application lie in the fact that the UK had begun to be excluded from a
European unity. Moreover, this exclusion has caused disadvantages for the UK, such
as staying behind economically, mainly because of the growth of the common
market, and not being able to keep up with the changing world balance. Thus, for
some scholars, such as Kristian Steinnes, this application was a turning point for the
UK’s governments’ intergovernmental cooperation-based perspective, which was
replaced by supranational in‘[egration.12 The UK had realized that the crucial point of
preserving its superior status in the world, especially during the rising destructive
power of decolonization for itself, was to keep pace with the European
communities.*® Moreover, the trade tendency which would affect the UK’s economy
had begun to change its route towards Europe; however, de Gaulle, the president of
France at that period, has vetoed both applications of the UK that aimed to become a
member of the EEC in 1963 and 1967. The reasons behind these rejections lie in de
Gaulle’s suspicions about the unclear boundaries of sovereignty that the UK’s
membership may cause. De Gaulle believed that the membership of the UK would

bring American domination to their European communi‘[y.14 This perspective of de
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Gaulle proves that political reasons have been more crucial for the French
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government’s veto decision rather than the economic ones.

De Gaulle’s resignation was another turning point for the UK’s will to join the EEC,
and with the third application, the UK was finally accepted to the EEC in 1973.1°
The major actor for this joining was Edward Heath, who was the UK’s prime
minister at that period thanks to his effort to make the relationship more moderate
between the UK and France, thus with the EEC members as a whole, especially in
the matters of nuclear and defense cooperation. Thus, with the Treaty of Accession,
which was signed in 1972, the UK has become a member of the EEC.Y Moreover,
The European Communities Act which was signed in 1972 has also consolidated the

joining of the UK'® and put European law supremacy above all the member states.™

2.2. After the United Kingdom Accession to the European Union & 1975

Referendum

After the UK was accepted to the EEC in 1972 and Edward Heath signed the Treaty
of Accession the same year, the UK became an official member of the community,
ak.a. the Common Market, in 1973.° Joining the community was a success for the

Conservatives, and they have aimed to have a more solid union.”* They named
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themselves the Party of Europe after the accession.”? They argued that in the modern
world, the UK should not be alone and isolated to keep up with the rest of the world
and be more secure.”® They saw the best possible future in the membership of the

EEC.%*

On the other hand, the Labor Party has started to prepare a withdrawal plan.25 Tony
Benn, who was a member of the UK parliament at the time, has started to encourage
the idea of a membership referendum with the aim of resolving the fragmentation
over the issue of staying in the European Community or not within the Labor Party.?®
He has disparaged the common market idea because it was a capitalist formation and
argued that this formation would harm the party’s socialist steps. Thus, the change
from the Conservative Party to the Labor Party in the government has also changed
the course of the UK’s relationship with the community. Harold Wilson, who was the
prime minister after Heath and the head of the Labor Party, has led the way to a

referendum about whether the UK should continue its way within the EEC or not.”’

Although most of the Conservatives, including Margaret Thatcher, were satisfied
with the community membership, some of them were still Eurosceptic.28 This was an
advantage for the Labor Party supporters because the Eurosceptic Conservatives

were intermediaries to reach the referendum goal.29 With the effort of the Labor
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Party and the support of Eurosceptic Conservatives, a referendum came into the
agenda. The Labor Party’s conference in October 1972 and its manifesto for the

elections in 1974 were irrefutable proofs of the upcoming referendum. ®

2.2.1. 1975 Referendum Campaign Discourses

There were three dimensions in which the in-campaigners and the out-campaigners
have differed: Conserving the traditional UK identity, food supply, and
employment.** The ones who campaigned to stay in the EEC have claimed that the
membership was meant to establish good relationships with the other European
countries, and it would not harm the traditional identity of the UK.* Moreover, they
have stated that being a member of the EEC would ensure food security and provide

food supplies by avoiding possible queues in the country.

On the other hand, those who campaigned to leave the EEC have seen membership
as a threat to their national and traditional values.*® They have blamed the EEC
membership for high food prices and argued that the high prices were the results of
the Common Market’s Common Agricultural Policy. According to the out-campaign,
because of the Common Agricultural Policy, the UK was pressured to purchase other
member countries’ food, and its most concrete proof was the rise in the price of
butter in 1975. Thus, the guilty one for these price rises was seen as the Common
Market for people who were Eurosceptic at that period. The out-campaigners have
also claimed that the food surplus was sold to Russia at low prices and confuted the

ideas of in-campaigners who claimed that membership avoid possible food queues.

As the third dimension of the divergences, employment has been another critical
point for both in-campaigners and out-campaigners: The ones who wanted to stay in

the EEC have argued that the inflation was higher compared to the other European
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countries, so unemployment was not directly related to being a member, and the EEC
should not have been blamed for the rising unemployment.** Moreover, they argued
that leaving the community would affect the economy negatively because leaving the
community would mean separating from the Common Market. On the other hand,
Tony Benn, who was a politician willing to leave the EEC, claimed that 500.000
people lost their jobs at the time of Britain’s EEC membership and drew attention to
the difference in export levels between Britain and the other EEC members. He
argued that Britain was importing much more than the other community members
importing from Britain, and it was related to the rising inflation and unemployment,

which was caused by the membership.

According to Jan-Henrik Meyer, there are two reasons for people not wanting to
leave the community.35 Firstly, the UK citizens have not seen the out-campaign’s
arguments as convincing because the referendum’s timing was too ealrly.36 The
reason why people have not trusted the claims of out-campaigners is that it had been
only two and a half years since the UK became a member of the community.
Secondly, because there were no other options than the community, the UK citizens

did not want to jump into an uncertain future and risk their economy.

According to the article by Adrian Williamson, businesspeople in the UK have also
supported the in-campaign because they wanted to continue to benefit from the

European market’s tariff-free treatment.*’

2.2.2. 1975 Referendum Campaign Sources

The 1975 referendum campaigns were held beyond political parties, and the primary

campaign sources of the in-campaign were the mass media, the businesspeople, and
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the religious institutions.®® Thanks to the in-campaign supporters, 1.5 million euros
were collected before the referendum, resulting from the professional planning and
organization of the supporters.39 The in-campaign has defended itself by leaning on
this support, which was collected in a short time, and by arguing that if the UK does
not continue to be a part of the community, it would lessen food security and

employment rates in the country.

On the other hand, the out-campaigners, a.k.a. The National Referendum Campaign
(NRC) had a disadvantaged position in the campaign because of their political
leaders’ radical views and these leaders’ unpopularity among the British people.40
Besides the leadership failure, the NRC has been able to collect 250 thousand euros
which was much less money than the in-campaign had collected; thus, it caused a
necessity for more subsidies even though the government had already donated 125

thousand euros for both campaigns.

According to Colin Seymour-Ure, the press had been a crucial component of the
1975 referendum campaigns in terms of providing sources that may lead the people’s
attitudes on leaving or staying in the community.** With the broadcasts, conferences,
articles, and reports, the mass media had become the referendum itself.** Moreover,
Seymour-Ure argues that the regular speeches and programs that host politicians had
been started to be named as news on televisions and radios.* Likewise, the
newspapers had started to publish the articles that the campaign leaders or politicians

wrote as news. According to the article by James Walsh, daily newspapers generally
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tended to be on the side of the in-campaign, and that was the reason why press media

mostly had a negative attitude towards Tony Benn, hence to the Labor Party.**

The newspapers, such as The Sun and The Daily Mail, have supported the in-
campaign, and they have argued that this referendum would be a choice between a
developing independent economy with integration in Europe and a benefit for
Communism.*> The Express has argued that the in-favor vote was the most logical

0ne.46

2.2.3. 1975 Referendum Results

In 1975, the membership referendum resulted in 67.2% voting yes, and 32.8 %
voting no in the UK.*’ The victory of the in-campaign, which was confirmed by the
1975 referendum, was a result of three understandings of the UK’s people at the
time: Firstly, the residues from World War II were still new for every society in the
world, and the UK citizens have wanted to avoid the potential of another global
conflict by the EEC membership.*® Secondly, the UK citizens have seen being a
community member equal to having a voice in international affairs, and they did not
want to lose this strength. Thirdly, the UK citizens have voted yes to maintain the
stability of their country’s economy. The results were seen as a failure of the Left and

a success for the Conservatives.*® After the referendum, with the aim of an ever-
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closer union, the Right of the UK Parliament wanted to get together under the roof of

an alliance, which was named the European Democratic Union.
2.3. Margaret Thatcher Era (1979-1990)

1979 has been a turning point for both the UK and the community, and for their
relationship. The 1980s were Margaret Thatcher’s era for UK governance. Although
Thatcher was in favor of in-campaign in the pre-period of her prime ministry, she has
approached the subject of EEC in a negative light during her rule and argued that the
community has been trying to venture into national areas more than enough while
trying to form its economic policies.”® Despite the fact that she defined herself as
pro-European at the beginning of her prime ministry, her mildness toward the Union
has been a pragmatic one.”" Her era as the prime minister was seen as a period of
rising Euroscepticism in Britain.>

Under Thatcher’s rule, the Conservative Party has aimed at monetarism as their
macroeconomic system, which needs a liberal flow of money; thus, having a mutual
currency with the other European community members would leave the Conservative
Party’s economic policy helpless.”® She has particularly focused on national
sovereignty and stressed the importance of having independent institutions from the
European communities.* She believed that the community would threaten the way

of life of the British people and their libertyss; thus, she implied that she would prefer
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national cooperation between the European countries rather than having a
supranational organization. This approach was proof of the fact that Euroscepticism
found itself a considerable place in the Conservative Party in the 1980s.%® The
change in the community's essence from economic to political has been another
skeptical point for the UK citizens because they have started to worry about the
community's effect on their government.”” Thus, the 1980s were seen as an era in
which the relationship between Brussels and Britain has deteriorated.”® This
deterioration was a result of attempts by Jacques Delors, who was the head of the
European Commission at that time, to have a single currency and a more federal
formation in Europe.59 The non-conciliatory responses of Thatcher to these attempts

have caused a more strained relationship between Britain and Brussels.

Despite her Eurosceptic thinking, Margaret Thatcher was a contributor to the
preparation of a white paper for the Single Market Program in 1985.%° She appointed
members from her ex-cabinet and businesspeople to contribute to the Single Market
Program conducted by Jacques Delors.®’ Thanks to her contributions, the base and
the white paper of the Program were prepared fast and adequa‘[ely.62 Thatcher made a

privilege for this Program by accepting it as not just an agreement but as a binding
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treaty. Thus, although she has been trying to avoid the idea of the Single European
Market, she did not oppose the idea of the Single European Act, which was one of
the bases of the Single European Market.®® As a result, the signing of the Single
European Act has expedited European integration thanks to Thatcher's short but

effective par‘[icipation.64

According to some thinkers, Thatcher wanted to conduct neoliberal policies
regarding the UK’s economy; thus, she was happy with being a part of the EEC,
which was a large market to put her neo-liberal economic policies and plans into
practice.®® In this way, her discontent about the idea of a Single Market started to

lessen.

In 1988, Thatcher implied that she would refuse the Brussel dominance and
European super-state over Britain in her speech in Blruges.66 She criticized the
community by arguing that the community was trying to tie Britain up with its
regulations. She implied that Europe’s shared culture had not started thanks to the
Treaty of Rome, but it has started thousands of years ago, and Britain has been a part
of this shared culture since their ancestors.®’ Moreover, she refused the idea of the
single currency and the European police force, and she aimed to decrease the amount
of contribution to the community that Britain has been giving.68 This negative
attitude of Thatcher toward the European community did not bring her positive

outcomes.
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In 1990, Geoffrey Howe, the foreign secretary at that time, resigned because of
Thatcher’s confrontational approach to Europe, and this incident started divisions
within the party.69 Compared to today’s Conservative Party, there were still
politicians who were in favor of European integration at that time, and this situation
put Thatcher in a disadvantaged position in the Pau"ty.70 Most of the thinkers agreed
that the UK, under the rule of the Conservative Party era after 1979, was the most
uneasy partner of Europe.”" Besides the Europe issue, Thatcher has also been
criticized during her rule because she has limited trade union rights and privatized
many factories.” As a result of the opponents’ voices towards Thatcher, she could
not provide the majority in the parliament in the 1990 annual vote of the

Conservative Party, and she resigned from her 11 years of duty on November 22.73
2.3.1. The United Kingdom Joining to the Exchange Rate Mechanism

In 1979, The European Monetary System (EMS) was formed to make mutual EEC
member states’ currencies to promote stability in their economy.74 Also, partnership
and trade have become much easier thanks to the Exchange Rate Mechanism
(ERM)."” With the ERM, the values of European countries’ currencies were attached

to each other.”® Although the UK citizens have wanted to stay in the community, they
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did not want to be a part of the ERM at that time.”” Just like the Labor Party
government, the government under the rule of Thatcher also did not pay attention to
the subject of ERM at the beginning.78 One year before the EMS was established, the
UK was skeptical of its establishment, but after it managed to survive, the UK
skeptics have warmed up to the idea of the EMS and ERM." As a result, in 1990, the
UK became a member of ERM under the rule of Margaret Thatcher.®

2.4. Black Wednesday

Up to 1972, the UK governments have achieved a stable exchange rate which
includes the pound.81 However, in 1972, the government's decision was to use the
pound to reduce inflation.®® Then again, after 1973, the pound has loaded under even
more pressure because of the high inflation. With the governments' efforts, inflation
was brought under control in the 1980s. At the end of the 1980s, the UK government
fixed the pound with the German mark with the idea that inflation would not result in
the pound losing its value against the mark, and this was seen as the first step for the
UK towards the ERM. However, despite its aim of supporting member countries
with high inflation, the ERM, especially Germany's central bank, has stayed
nonreactive towards the high inflation in the UK because of its post-war reunification

expenses.83 Because of its large amount of debt, the German government has made
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the prime rate higher to avoid inflation.®® This incident has forced the other ERM
countries to take the same precaution as Germany too; as a result, because inflation

has already been high in the country, the UK economy has been dealt a worse blow.

Black Wednesday was a critical and disruptive incident for the relationship between
the community and the United Kingdom, which took place in 1992.% The incident
has affected both sides negatively in terms of economy and politics, and this effect

can still be seen in today's affairs.®

In September, the value of the pound crashed, and with this fall, the pound was no
longer able to provide the lower limit conditions of the ERM.®” The UK could not
fulfill the condition of the ERM because it could not keep its inflation rate between
the higher and lower limits, which was agreed by the other community members;
thus, the pound was withdrawn from the ERM because of the inflation which took
place in the UK in 1992. After the government’s unsuccessful attempts to manage
inflation, Chancellor of the Exchequer Norman Lamont announced this withdrawal.®®
The UK was humiliated because of the withdrawal and bad management of the
process; Black Wednesday was not only a loss for the relationship, but it was also a

loss for the UK itself. According to the UK Treasury, the UK has lost approximately

3.14 billion euros in only five years after Black Wednesday.®
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The speculators, such as George Soros, have made Black Wednesday even more
disruptive for the UK economy.”® By showing the incidents worse than they are,
some businesspeople have decreased people's trust in their government during the
Black Wednesday period. These businesspeople have benefited from people's distrust
by making money while worsening UK inflation by exchanging pounds with

currencies of other European countries.
2.4.1. Black Wednesday in the Era of John Major

Black Wednesday has also been a failure for the Conservative Party, especially for
John Major - who was the prime minister at the time - because of his poor economic
rnanagemen‘[.91 Major has supported the idea of being a part of the ERM and using
the euro throughout his election campaign and the period after he was elected.”” He
has denied that leaving the ERM would be a solution to the economic crisis that the
UK has been through.*® After the rejection of the Bundesbank, which is the German
central bank, to reduce the rate of interest, Major has tried to find another solution.
Thus, he has led the government to raise the rate of interest from 10% to 12% to
avoid the selling of pounds for other currencies.” When this action did not give the
results he wanted, the government notified people that the rate would be 15% the

next day.

However, this announcement was seen as a bluff of the government because the rate

of 15% would cause critical damage to the already weakened Britain's economy.
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When the government saw that the increases were not working, it decided to cut the
rate of interest. Despite the recovery after the crisis, the government was seen as the
source of economic failure during the Black Wednesday period and Major was seen
as the lead actor because he had been the defender of the ERM from the beginning.g5
The loss of the Conservative Party in the 1997 elections was primarily seen because

of Black Wednesday and the poor management of Major.*

Brexit, according to some of the thinkers, can be seen as a similar incident to Black
Wednesday because both have affected the relationship between the UK and
European communities radically by reforming the political and economic affairs
negatively, and they were the results of the rising number of Eurosceptics among
British people.97 Today, Eurosceptic people in the UK see the time of Black

Wednesday and leaving the ERM as a celebration reason.”®

2.5. The United Kingdom Signing the Maastricht Treaty

After Thatcher’s resignation, which was a result of internal conflicts within the party,
the way for the ones who were in favor of European integration in the Conservative

Party was opened.99 Thus, in 1992, prime minister John Major signed the Maastricht
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Treaty.” The Treaty was a critical step for the European countries because it
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ensured the formation of the European Union.'® Thus, it is also known as the Treaty

. 102
on European Union.

The new name of the European Economic Community became the European
Community after the Treaty.103 The ECSC, the EEC, and the Euratom were gathered
under the roof of the EU in 1993.'* Signing the Treaty meant less sovereignty and
more accountability to the member countries; moreover, the Treaty brought the
members more cooperation in the matters of economy and politics.'® It ensured the
flow of people and goods through the borders of the member countries.’® To put it
simply, the term European citizen has started to be defined. The member countries
were bound by the new security and foreign policies, as well as the euro, the new

107
common currency. 0

The Common Foreign and Security Policy was defined as the second pillar of the EU

108

after the Treaty.” In the second period of his prime ministry, John Major had a

critical issue waiting to be solved: The Maastricht Rebellion. A considerable number

01 Matthew  J. Gabel, “European = Community”,  Britannica, 20 July 1998,

https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Community-European-economic-association, accessed on
1 January 2023

192 Hugh Berrington and Rod Hague, 2007, “Europe, Thatcherism and traditionalism: Opinion,
rebellion and the Maastricht treaty in the backbench conservative party, 1992—-1994”, West European
Politics 21, no.1, 1998, p.44

103 Matthew J. Gabel, “European Community”, Britannica, 20 July 1998,
https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Community-European-economic-association, accessed on
1 January 2023

10% Matthew J. Gabel, “European Union”, Britannica, 20 July 1998,
https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Community-European-economic-association, accessed on
1 January 2023

105 Will Kenton, “Maastricht Treaty: Definition, Purpose, History, and Significance”, Investopedia,
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/m/maastricht-treaty.asp, accessed on 1 January 2023

196 Matthew J. Gabel, “European Union”, Britannica, 20 July 1998,
https://www.britannica.com/topic/European-Community-European-economic-association, accessed on
1 January 2023

97 European Central Bank, “Five things you need to know about the Maastricht Treaty”, 15 February
2017, https://www.ecb.europa.eu/ecb/educational/explainers/tell-me-

more/html/25 years maastricht.en.html, accessed on 1 January 2023

198 Trina Tsertsvadze, 2017, “Britain and the Common Security and Defense Policy of the European
Union”, Connections: The Quarterly Journal 16, no.3, p73, accessed on 1 January 2023

22



of the Conservative Party members were Eurosceptic under Major’s rule, and this

situation has caused a new division within the party.*®

In fact, Major was seen as the
most unpopular one among his counterparts because of this division during the
acceptance era of the Treaty.110 Margaret Thatcher has also been one of the opponent
voices towards the Treaty, and she implied that the Treaty was too much than it had

to be. 1!

In fact, most of the rebels in the UK government have become a member of
the Party in the eras of Thatcher's and Major's rule.'*? In time, the government under
the rule of Major was drifted to give concessions that would benefit the Eurosceptics,
such as guaranteeing opt-outs from the Maastricht Treaty.113 As a result, some
academics stated that Euroscepticism started officially during the time of the
Maastricht Rebellion.™ As a response to the opponent voices, Major announced that
he would hold a general election despite the signs that his party may lose the
government.™™ The rebel ones among the Conservatives have maintained their
negative and opponent attitude toward the government until the devastating defeat of

the Party in the 1997 elections.™®

According to Baker, Gamble, and Ludlam, the ones who opposed the acceptance of

the Treaty were the ones who put the national sovereignty of the UK and extended
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authority of the government as the first priorities.*” Similar to the ones who rebelled
against the idea of joining the EEC, the rebels to the Maastricht Treaty claimed that it
would harm the UK’s sovereignty.

2.6. The Referendum Party (1994-1997)

James Goldsmith, who was a member of the European Parliament, formed a party
named the Referendum Party in 1994 with the aim of conducting a radical campaign
against the UK’s membership in the European Union.™® It is argued that the
Euroscepticism which resulted in the emergence of the Referendum Party did not lie
in British nationalism, but it lay in English nationalism.**° According to the British
Election Panel Study that involved the era between 1992-1997, the rate of
Eurosceptic people in the UK rose to 66% in 1997 compared to the 1992 elections
and that Eurosceptic people in the 1997 elections were willing to exit from the Union

120 The subject of

or at least reduce the Union’s power and oppression over the UK.
having a single currency with the other Union member states was one of the most

controversial issues for the UK people.

The electorate of the Referendum Party in the 1997 elections were mainly the former
voters of the Conservative Party in the 1992 elections.* According to the same
study, the only issue that separates the supporters of the Referendum Party from the
supporters of the Conservative Party is European integration; except for the

European integration, the supporters of both parties held similar views on other
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122 The supporters of the Referendum

issues, such as economy and unemployment.
Party complained about European integration incredibly much more than the other
parties’ supporters; moreover, the supporters of the Referendum Party have been

Eurosceptics even long before the formation of the Party.123

Around 1992, the Referendum Party supporters were close to the Conservative
Party’s policies and perspective; however, after 1994, they got distanced from them
and turned their route to the Referendum Party.124 It is argued that if the Conservative
Party did not accept the Maastricht Treaty, the ones who moved away from the
Conservative to the Referendum Party would have been more moderate towards the
policies of the government.'”® However, because the Referendum Party did not prove
itself effective in any other issues or elections except being known as radical
Eurosceptics, it could not take a considerable amount of Conservative Party
electorates to its side. Thus, the Referendum Party’s only crucial effect has been the
fact that it made the Conservative Party take a more Eurosceptic route and decisions

for their policies.
2.7. Labor Party Ruling in the United Kingdom (1997-2010)

One of the most outstanding achievements of the Labor Party was seen in the 1997
general elections in the UK, when Tony Blair has come to the seat of John Major as
prime minister."”® With new approaches to the issues such as voting reform and
devolution, and its new way of governing with a more professional political

127

marketing the Party started to be named as the New Labor.”™" According to the
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Guardian, Labor's winning was a result of the public's unwillingness to have a

128 This achievement of the Labor Party has been

Conservative government.
maintained due to hearing the public's needs and forming the Party's policies
accordingly to these needs.'® Besides, the government under the rule of the Labor
Party has given much more power to London, Wales, and Scotland compared to the
former Conservative Party government and also has established peace in Northern

Ireland.

Tony Blair has started to be seen as a strong actor for modernizing the agenda in the
UK and for making matters in Europe one of the priorities of his government."*® The
government has aimed to end the isolation of the UK in the international realm and
increase cooperation with other countries.*! The Saint-Malo Summit in 1998 can be
seen as one of the indicators of this improving relationship between the UK and
Europe because it gathered Britain and France in a shared perspective: The two sides
agreed on the significance of having a solid EU security policy in the Summit and
signed a declaration to embody this agreement.*® This agreement made USA happy
too because USA wanted Britain to be a member of the Union’s security and defense
policies to encourage peace in the territory. 133 As a result, the Blair government took
the lead role for the European Security and Defense Policy (ESDP) and took steps to
act as a bridge between the EU and the USA.

In contrast to these positive steps, the Blair government has failed to challenge the

Eurosceptic media in the UK and did not make an effort to change the perspective of
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the Eurosceptic part of the public to the other way."

Thus, the pro-European ones
within the New Labor Party were not satisfied with the actions of Blair, and this
dissatisfaction was reflected in the 1999 elections, with the Eurosceptic Conservative

Party members winning more seats than the Labor Party members in the Parliament.

In 2000, Lisbon European Council was a crucial step for the Blair government
because of its contribution to the Union with its idea of a new economic agenda.™*
This agenda aimed the Union to catch up with the modernization process of the
current economy in the world.**® The government achieved to encourage this new
economic reform that would benefit Britain’s economy as well within the Union

especially by encouraging to learn mutually and benchmarking with the Union.™*’

Thanks to the acceptance of this new economic reform involving the aim of offering
better employment opportunities to the public and encouraging cohesion among the
society, the Blair government has achieved to make the relationship between the UK
and Europe better and has won most of the member states’ favor. The same year, in
his Warsaw speech, Blair implied that he wanted the UK to have a strong status
within the Union, and he also emphasized the fact that the USA and Britain were not
just common in roots but also common in being European.™*® He implied that the UK

might work like a bridge between the USA and the Union.

Besides its positive attitude toward European integration, the Blair government has
also been a supporter of Atlanticism: In its election manifesto in 2001, the Blair
government did not just emphasize its desire to make things better with the Union,; it
also showed its strong commitment to the USA, which seemed much more accurate

139

than the former desire.”™ By minimizing the problematic issues with the Union and
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not bringing them to the fore, the Labor Party added one more achievement to its
record and strengthened its position in the government for another term; also, the
government promised the USA to support them after the Twin Towers attacks. Even
though the other European countries had made such an offer after the attacks,
Washington only accepted the UK’s support.140 This caused a shadow on Blair’s
promise to make Britain like a bridge between the Union and the USA; thus, the

other European countries have distanced themselves from the UK.

Another crucial incident that showed the UK’s continuing commitment to the USA
was the time of the attacks in Iraq: the UK wanted to back up the USA for its military
activities in Iraq despite other European countries not wanting to be a part of these

141

military actions.”"~ Thus, the relationship between the UK and the Union was again

wounded because of the Blair government’s Atlanticist approach.

On the other hand, there have been two issues that cast a shadow on the ruling of
Blair: Firstly, the Blair government has not tried to reduce the market forces’ superior
effect.*? Secondly, the terrorism rising from Iraq at that time has caused a global

effect, including in the UK.**

Staying in or leaving the European Monetary Union was another subject that the

Blair government was dealing with.'* Because the economy in Britain was good at
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that time, people did not want to be a part of the euro entry.” Thus, the government

kept the plans for the euro entry waiting, and this decision harmed the bridges that
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were built in the era of Blair with Europe.**

Unlike the Conservative Party’s
negative attitude and suspicions about losing sovereignty to the FEuropean
communities, the Labor Party government signed the Treaty on European Union’s
Social Chapter, which was related to the working conditions framed by European
social policies.147 This incident was a sign of how Blair set things up for the

relationship between the UK and Europe to make the relationship better.**®

In 2001, the Blair government won the elections again with a considerable
rnajority.149 The current agenda at that time for the UK government consisted of
European integration, currency, and the rising immigration to the UK. While the
New Labor was dealing with this agenda, the Conservative Party was trying to
protect its core elements as a party. As the symbol of modernization in the Party,

David Cameron became the head of the Conservative Party in 2005.%%

In the process
of increasing the solidarity within the Party, the immigration issue has caused new
divisions not just for the Conservative Party but also for the entire country.152
Because of the rising European integration in the UK, xenophobia became a popular

issue in the discussions of politicians and media.

In 2003 and 2004, to discuss the expected order within the EU’s constitution,

. . 1
member states conducted both a convention and an intergovernmental conference. >3
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Different from the era of Thatcher and Major rules, the Blair government tried to
have a positive and significant status while conducting the convention and the
conference by its active participation.ls4 The UK strictly wanted to have a Council
president in a fixed term, and this decisiveness brought the German and France
governments’ support to the UK government.155 Even though this was a success for
the Labor Party, the UK was still isolated from the other member countries in matters
such as security and defense, foreign policy, and taxation. When the Constitutional
Treaty got its final form, the UK seemed to benefit from it because it achieved to be
a part of the constructive members which form the new constitutional order of the
Union, but there was no certainty that the Treaty would be applied in the UK. To not
anger the public about the Treaty issue before the 2004 elections in the European
Parliament and with the anticipation of failure, the Blair government stated that there

would be a referendum to decide whether the Treaty would be signed or not later.*®

Like the referendum for the Constitutional Treaty, the Blair government has also
thought that a referendum for getting into the euro system would be a failure for

157 .-
This caused a loss

itself; thus, Blair put an undated referendum on this matter too.
of opportunity for the government because the Eurosceptics in the UK would support
this idea of a referendum. Moreover, a division started within the Party because of
the divergences in the matter of the euro, and the necessity to have a referendum has
increased.’™® One of the members of the Blair government, Gordon Brown,
introduced a five-stage test to decide whether it was beneficial for the UK to be a
member of the euro system or not.™*® Because the test could not be fulfilled and due

to the results of the 2005 general election in the country, it became apparent that the
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UK would not join the euro system soon. Moreover, at that time, Blair implied that

joining the euro system was not on the agenda.

In 2007, Gordon Brown’s prime ministry started. This era was the last Labor Party
government rule in the UK before the Brexit process. Even though Brown did not
make his ambitions on the European Union clear, there are certain documents that

180 Before his rule in the UK, there were

show his positive attitude towards the Union.
two incidents that showed his impact on European matters: Firstly, with his new
economic agenda, Brown has aimed to make Europe a competitive actor in the
international area and increase employment rates in Europe.161 His plan was formed
on the national ground, aiming to encourage and invest in policies of skills and
education, thus, accustoming the public to the change. Although this was a nation-
based plan, it enlightened the solution to the same Europe-based education problem.

Secondly, he blocked the idea of having a mutual tax system within the EU, and he

succeeded in keeping tax policies on a national ground.

On the other hand, there were two matters before his rule in the UK when Brown

negatively criticized and aimed to change the Union’s structure.'®?

Firstly, he stated
that the Union’s budget must be reformed by putting the poorer countries and people
who are in economically disadvantaged positions - such as farmers and workers - at
the center of its economic policies. His proposal was not welcomed by the member
states, which were already satisfied with the existing budget plan, and the UK started
to be seen as the awkward partner of the Union once again.'®® Secondly, Brown’s
unwillingness to ratify and enforce the Constitutional Treaty has caused slowness in

the relationship between the UK and the Union.

The 2008-2009 global financial crisis has put the Brown government on slippery

ground. Besides the recession, which made a devastating impact on the UK, a
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9.1%% The scandal was about

political scandal also showed up at the end of 200
misusing government sources by the UK's some of the parliament members in
Brown's cabinet.®® Because of both the global economic crisis and the political
scandal which took place in Brown’s cabinet, the Labor Party suffered a massive loss
of votes in European elections in 2009. Some people criticized Brown’s ongoing rule

and expressed that it would only benefit the Conservative Party.

In 2010, without any party gaining the majority, the Labor Party fell behind the
Conservative Party in the general elections of Britain. Four days after the results of
the general election showed the failure of the Labor Party, Brown resigned from his

post as the prime minister of the UK.

In this era, there have been two incidents that increased the level of Euroscepticism
within the UK: Firstly, the worldwide economic crisis which took place in 2008
created insecurity among the UK’s public.'®’ Secondly, the immigrants from central
and eastern Europe started to come into the UK after the accession process to the
Union started in 2004.'® This incident also created displeasure and insecurity among
the UK’s public, and the reason behind these negative incidents lay in the UK’s
membership in the Union and European integration.169 As a result, these two
incidents did not just disadvantage the Labor Party ruling but also damaged the

process of European integration and increased Euroscepticism within the UK.
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2.8. The Rise of the United Kingdom Independence Party

One of the most vital indicators of the rising Euroscepticism in the UK was the
foundation and the increasing popularity of the United Kingdom Independence
Party.170 It was established in 1993 and aimed to support the UK's idea of leaving the
European communities.’™ One of the major actors who contributed to this Party's
foundation was Alan Sked, who was also one of the campaigners against the signing
of the Maastricht Treaty. The UKIP won three seats in the European Parliament in
1999."2 The Party won twelve seats in the European Parliamentary elections in

200417

In 2006, Nigel Farage, who left the Conservative Party in 1992 and who was seen as

174

a successful media performer, became the head of the UKIP.""™ When the Party won

thirteen seats in the European Parliament in 2009, the success of Farage was evident.
When the UKIP started to have more and more seats in the European Parliament, it
cooperated with the other parties, which consisted of members who were Eurosceptic

75

and anti-immigration.”® Moreover, it did not confine its policies only to

immigration, but it has also started to campaign in contrast to the plans of the
government, such as validating gay marriages, forbidding smoking in public houses,

and producing wind turbines."®
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The UKIP won a significant achievement in 2013 and 2014 by winning at least 100

77 When the immigration issue reached its peak

and 160 seats in the local councils.
among the public in the 2000s, the UKIP became the first Party, except the
Conservative and Labor, to win a national election in 2014. The 2015 general
election was another achievement for UKIP because it had got four million votes and
thanks to its achievements, especially in the national elections, the UKIP started to be
seen as an alternative right-winged party to the Conservative Party.'”® The Party has
maintained gaining profit from its anti-immigration perspective, and Farage argued
that Britain could not deal with the migrant issue if it stayed in the EU.'" The Party
has promised that it would reform the migration law and make sure that no one from
other countries could enter the UK unless they have got the necessary paperwork. #

According to some thinkers, Brexit is partially a result of the UKIP’s influence in the
UK. Nigel Farage, who was the head of the UKIP also during the period of Brexit,
has called leaving the UK as the Independence Day in Britain.'®* Moreover, because
of his profound and massive effect on the process, he became known as Mr.
Brexit.'®® Andrew Rawnsley from the Guardian argues that David Cameron, the
prime minister during the Brexit process, was terrified because of the UKIP’s effect

and that is why he promised to have the Brexit referendum.*®*
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2.9. Conservative Party Ruling (2010-2021)
2.9.1. David Cameron Era in the United Kingdom (2010-2016)

In 2010, with his promises to stabilize the economy and improve public services as
his priorities, David Cameron started his post as the prime minister of the UK.'®
According to Agnes Alexandre-Collier, during the Cameron era the Conservative
Party converted its Eurosceptic perspective from theoretical skepticism into a
practical one.'®® Firstly, European integration has exercised power and control over
the parliamentary and national sovereignty of the UK, and this situation has caused a
divergence among people regarding whether the sovereignty of their country is
weakening or not. The supranational aspects of the EU integration process made the

British parliament a weaker actor in the multilateral governing system.

Secondly, the reformation within the Conservative Party’s organization through the
years has caused Euroscepticism to gain power among the Conservatives.'® The
changes in the power balances within the Party, such as a new decision to unite the
parliament, the professionals, and the volunteers within a party board, were seen as a
cover-up for an already existing oligarchic authority among the Conservatives, which
is dominated by the Eurosceptics. Another example of these internal party changes
took place in 1998: A new final election was added to the end of the party leader
elections including all the party members, and the election of Cameron as the party
leader was a result of this reform.*® Although the members of the parliament had a
divergence about whom to be chosen, Cameron received the majority support in the

final election of all party parliament members.

However, with the last reform regarding the addition of a new final election to the

party leader elections, the party leader started to feel more pressure on himself
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because now, he should satisfy the expectations of the party’s grassroots if he did not
want them to become Eurosceptic and at the end, to tend to support the UKIP.*®® This
means that the party leader should be more moderate than ever to fulfill the
expectations of Eurosceptics from now on, who emerged from divergences in the
matters of both in-party and Europe. The emergence of Brexit can be seen as one of
these moves towards fulfilling Eurosceptic expectations by Cameron and his

government.

In 2011, Cameron rejected the Lisbon Treaty’s revision, and the UK was excluded
from the Union once again.190 This exclusion was because while the other member
states acted together and signed the agreement to avoid economic struggles, the UK
isolated itself and acted alone. Cameron accepted that it was slippery ground to be
the only one rejecting it, but he argued that the UK would be disadvantaged within
the single market by signing it because there were no safeguards for the UK in the
revision.®! He added that the Union should not be an institution which pressures its

members to accept new economic reforms.

In 2012, the Cameron government could not gain the majority in the House of
Commons related to whether the UK should be charged with only the amount of
inflation rate or with the real-term rates when forming the 2014-2020 budget
allocated for the Union.'% Although most of the other member states of the Union
agreed to pay the real-terms increase, the Cameron government wanted to proceed
with the inflation rate. The results did not turn out as Cameron expected; thus, the

vote put Cameron in an awkward position within his party.
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In 2013, Cameron announced his idea of a referendum about the UK’s position and

future in the Union.%®

He promised that as the Conservative Party, they would
arrange reforms aiming to strengthen the UK’s sovereignty compared to the limited
authority it has now because of the EU membership if they were still the government
after the 2015 elections. He emphasized the UK’s fondness for sovereignty and
independence in his 2013 speech.® He added that the UK is reluctant to deepen
European integration in economy and politics. Cameron also mentioned the

disappointment of the UK citizens about finding solid political unity while they were

looking for economic integration.

Moreover, Cameron stated that until 2018, his government would arrange a
referendum due to all the exertion the UK public made and to determine whether
they wanted to stay in the Union or not.*® In the local elections that took place in
2013, when the UKIP emerged as one of the significant right-wing parties in the UK,
some of the Conservative Party members switched to the UKIP because of the

divergences they had with some of Cameron's social reforms. %

Besides the achievement of the 2013 local elections, the UKIP also became the first
party in the 2014 parliamentary elections of the EU, and these successes resulted in
some of the Conservative Party members wanting to form an alliance with the
UKIP.**" However, Cameron strictly rejected this idea by referring to his concerns
about the UKIP ruining the Conservative Party. The same year, when Jean-Claude

Juncker, who had been in opposition to Cameron, was selected as the European
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Commission’s president, Cameron took a crucial step for the relationship between

the UK and the Union by assigning ministers who are known as Eurosceptics.'*®

Before the 2015 general elections, Cameron stated that immigration was becoming
an annoying issue for the UK because of the Union’s rules related to the freedom of
movement among European countries; thus, he stated that he would look for a
revision of freedom of movement to reduce the risks of immigration in the UK.
This revision was a part of his plan regarding the aftermath of the general election
and the renegotiation process of the UK’s membership to the Union if he gained the
majority. Moreover, he repeated his promise to have an in or out referendum if he
won the general elections. The election results turned out to be a success for
Cameron and the Conservative Party because they have gained a strong majority in

the Parliament. Thus, they managed to avoid a possible threat coming from the UKIP

thanks to the UK’s election system rules, which are based on winner-takes-it-all.

After his party’s success in the general elections, Cameron stated that he has a desire
to reform the UK’’s status and role within the Union.?% Moreover, he announced the
four fields of reforms that his government wanted to make regarding the Union:
business, migration, national legislatures, and a single currency. Firstly, in terms of
business, the government requested to lessen the regulations to encourage
competition. Secondly, it requested to lessen the advantages that the migrants would
achieve thanks to migration into the UK. Thirdly, to increase the member states’
national sovereignty within the Union and to lessen the Union’s dominance over the
UK, it requested to raise the status of national legislatures. Finally, to protect its
economy, the UK government requested to form insurance for the member states

which did not accept having a single currency within the Union.
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In 2016, the Brussels Summit gathered the heads of the member states of the Union,
and the European Council has considered Cameron’s requested reforms.?*!
Regarding the decisions of the European Council, the Cameron government would
have the right to reduce the benefits that migrant people have while working, arrange
the benefits for migrants’ children on the basis of their home countries’ living costs,
and the UK government would be isolated from the single currency system and be

paid all the money it has given for the bailouts of the euro-zone.?%?

After the 2016 Summit, Cameron announced the date of the referendum about
staying in or leaving the Union as June 2016, and he stated that he would be in favor
of staying in.?®® Because there were members who would favor leaving the Union in
the referendum process, a divergence started within the Conservative Party. In April
2016, right before the Conservative Party leadership election, Cameron’s credibility
was shaken because of the news regarding his holdings in a tax-haven offshore.?*
Even though he had these holding before his premiership, the incident has greatly
jeopardized his victory, and when the news added to the rising Euroscepticism in the

UK, it began to seem impossible for him to win most votes.

The mayor of London at that time, Boris Johnson, has been the most known Brexit

205

supporter in the political environment of the UK.” As a result of the Brexit process,
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Johnson has become the most dangerous opponent of Cameron for the Conservative
Party leadership. However, Johnson could not gain Justice Secretary’s support for his
candidacy to the 2016 Conservative Party leadership election after Cameron resigned
due to the failure in the Brexit referendum.?®® The last names who were seen as
suitable to become the next prime minister of the UK were reduced to two: Andrea
Leadsom, who was the Minister for Energy; and Theresa May, who was the Home
Secretary. In the end, Theresa May started her post as the new prime minister of the

UK in July 2016.2%
2.9.2. Theresa May Era in the United Kingdom (2016-2019)

Despite the various policies that she wanted to implement in her prime ministry,
Theresa May did not get a chance to realize these because of Brexit’s shadow over
her rule. She showed her desire to make social mobility and the lives of poor people
casier.”®® However, she could not put this agenda on top because of the expectations
of both the political environment and the UK public from her about Brexit. Like the
former prime minister, May also favored staying in the Union despite her recognition
as the champion of Brexit in the office, especially after her catchword- Brexit is
Brexit.”? Previously, she tried to show the danger of leaving the Union by referring
to potential security — such as possibility of rising terrorism in the UK - and
economic problems — such as the tariffs that the World Trade Organization would
rule to the UK -; also, she implied that there might be structural threats for the UK,

6.210

such as Scotland’s desire to become independent, in 201 Because of her former
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statements and actions, which show her tendency toward the Union, some members
of the Conservative Party who were pro-leave did not support May at first. Thus, she
underlined some crucial points that draw the economy and political based borders
between the UK and the Union to gain the support of these Conservative Party
members: Firstly, according to May’s negotiation items between her and the
Conservative Party members, the UK would exit from the single market and the
customs union.?! Secondly, the EU citizens would no longer have the right to live
and work in the UK. Thanks to these negotiation items, which are the products of
Euroscepticism in the UK, May achieved to end some of the divergences within the

Conservative Party for a while.

In 2017, May gave a constructive speech in Florence regarding the relationship
between the UK and the Union.?*? She encouraged the partnership between the two
actors in the period after Brexit by referring to crucial common challenges such as
terrorism, the North Korea issue, and climate change. She also implied that there are
positive developments regarding the border issue between Northern and Union-
member Ireland, such as negotiating the rights of the Union’s citizens who live in the
UK and the UK’s citizens who live within the Union’s borders, and she promised that
the judges of the UK would make concessions to respect the decisions of the

213 Even if the Union welcomed this speech warmly, the

European Court of Justice.
May government had not done anything to keep these promises and the moderate era
lasted very short between the UK and the Union. The Union’s dissatisfaction
benefited Eurosceptics, and they stated their will to have no agreement with the

Union easily.

Although May gained some of the Eurosceptics’ trust with her negotiation terms

regarding Brexit, she has made a mistake by holding an early election to encourage
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her small supporter group and become more advantageous for the Brexit issue.”*
Because of her new tax agenda, the Party could not gain most of the votes, and her
reputation was shaken. She tried to gain the support of the Democratic Unionist Party
of Northern Ireland. However, even if she achieved it, this support did not result in
the way she expected because of the border issue between Northern and Union-

member Ireland.?'®

May announced that there would be an agreement that approved the UK's secession
from the Union in 2018, and she noticed Britain's terms of separation from the

Union.?®

Moreover, she announced a two-year transition plan for Britain both for the
departure from the Union and its relationship with the Union in the future. However,
May's plan did not work out. The terms were much more binding for Britain to the
Union for pro-Brexit people in May’s agreement than they expected; for pro-remain
people, the economic aspect of May’s plan was unacceptable because it was too
sharp and needed to be softened. The dissatisfaction of both groups was a result of
the fact that this was the first time the UK was going through such a period that the
country leaving a supranational organization, and May had no guidance to follow
when governing the process.”t’ As a result, the deal of May was rejected, and this

rejection has been history’s most catastrophic failure for a government in the UK

parliament.

Afterward, Theresa May presented her revised Brexit agreements twice more, but she
could not achieve the parliament’s approval.”*® Her attempts to gain the support of

the Labor Party backfired too because, at this time, she started to lose her own
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Party’s backing. When she stated that there might be a new vote for the parliament to
decide whether to stay as a member of the Union, most of the parliament became
sure that May was not a good fit to lead the Brexit process. Then, she brought a
renewed version of the agreement to the parliament’s agenda for the fourth time
again, and it made May much more unwelcome for both the Conservative Party and

the other members of the parliament.219

The failure of May can be seen as a result of three crucial factors. Firstly, she had
few supporters within Parliament.?? Secondly, the persistence of the ones who were
fanatically pro-Brexit put May in a more challenging position because they wanted to
end the links between the UK and the Union once and for all.?? Thirdly, the
persistence of the ones who were much less pro-Brexit also forced May because they
wanted to stay in the single market to reduce the economic risks for the UK. As a
result of these three reasons, May had lost her authority, over the Conservative Party,
as well as in the UK Parliament and the international arena regarding the European

Union.

Andrea Leadsom, who was a senior member of May’s government, resigned when
the Brexit pressure became unbearable for her.??? This incident was a signal for May
to resign as well. As a result of constant pressure and opposition to herself within her
own Party, Theresa May resigned from her post as the prime minister of the UK in

2019.%%® After her resignation, she continued to express her aim as the prime minister
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in the Brexit process to sign an agreement while leaving the Union to protect the

. 224
UK'’s economy and security.

2.9.3. Boris Johnson Era in the United Kingdom (2019-2022)

After the Brexit referendum resulted in favor of leaving the Union, the way of
leading the Conservative Party was opened to Johnson because of his support and
influence from the beginning of the leaving process.””> At the time of Theresa May’s
prime ministry, especially while she was trying to make progress in looking for
solutions for the Brexit issues she had been dealing with, Johnson kept in favor of a
hard Brexit and he pressured May with his statements regarding the UK’s
sovereignty and membership within the common market.?”® He argued that the UK’s
autonomy could be damaged if the close relationship that emerged from common
market membership with the Union continued. Even though Johnson reduced the
pressure that he exerted in May from time to time when David Davis - the Brexit
secretary - quit his job, so did Johnson as the foreign secretary. They implied their
reason to resign was May’s giving compromises so easily and fast in the Brexit
process.??” After May’s resignation, Boris Johnson, who took the unofficial leader
status on the issue of Brexit during David Cameron’s prime ministry era, became the

new prime minister in July 2019.78
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As the new leader of the Brexit process, Johnson promised to have no deal regarding

229
The ones

Brexit if the withdrawal agreement would not be acceptable for the UK.
who disagreed with Johnson on this idea and the members of the opposing parties
acted together and took control of the UK’s government temporarily to oppose the
no-deal Brexit idea legally. They organized a vote, and the results were very bad for
Johnson: As a result of this control over the House of Commons and the vote, the
opposing MPs got a chance to organize a bill and force Johnson to postpone the

. 230
Brexit process.

Within a few months, Johnson achieved to form an agreement that both the UK and

the Union would accept.”

This agreement was very similar to May’s; differently, he
gave the guarantee that Northern Ireland would act coherent with the Union after
four years from the transition process. Even though the House of Commons accepted
this agreement in principle, it did not let Johnson take the agreement to the level of
legal approval. This was because they thought that accepting a plan legally which
was presented just a day ago would be hurrying up.?*? As a result, he could not
achieve legal approval, and the Brexit process was extended until 2020 January.?*®
Johnson tried to present and get approval for his version of the Brexit agreement
three times by organizing snap votes, he told the details of it to the UK's people the
fourth time, and he stated that he would deliver Brexit within the time planned. The

UK’s 2019 general election resulted in the Conservative Party's unexpected success,

and the party gained 48 more seats in the Parliament.?* As a result, there were no
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https://www.britannica.com/biography/Boris-Johnson, accessed on 28 January 2023
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obstacles in front of Johnson to get approval for his version of Brexit. This
withdrawal bill was named European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Act 2020 and
got the approval from the Parliament on January 22, 2020.%% Eight days after the
Withdrawal Agreement was approved, the UK left the Union. According to the
European Union Act 2020, an implementation period in which the current law and
business relationship between the UK and the Union would continue was agreed, and

236
0.

this period ended on December 31, 202 The implementation period — also known

as the transition period — meant that the UK was no longer a member of the Union,
but a member of the single market and customs union.”®” On December 24, 2020, the

two actors agreed on a no-deal scenario despite the long-term negotiation process,

and on January 1, 2021, the UK started its new era independently from the Union.?®

Boris Johnson resigned from his duty as prime minister on July, 2022.2%°
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CHAPTER 3

THE PRO-REMAIN CAMPAIGN

This chapter will present the arguments and actions of the pro-remain campaign; by
referring to the crucial actors, establishments, and public views on the Brexit

campaign process.
3.1. Pro-Remain Campaign Supporters’ Common Arguments

According to the ones who wanted to stay as a member of the European Union, there
have been four crucial points that summarize their perspective: Economy,
immigration, global credibility, and security.?*® For the economy, firstly, staying as a
member of the Union would mean the continuity of the profitable membership to the
European Single Market.?** Secondly, the economic contribution coming from the
Union’s investments, trade, and nominal prices has been a critical advantage for the
country’s econorny.242 Thirdly, the employment area that the Union creates within the
UK and the businesses it supports and forms mean a rise in the country’s economic

pOWCI‘.243 Fourthly, because the Union has been the most critical partner of the UK in

terms of trade deals, leaving it would mean an unclear and risky future for the UK. 2

0 Sarah Chappell, “Brexit or Bremain: the arguments at a glance”, Euronews, 12 May 2016,
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For immigration, firstly, people who immigrate among the borders of the Union’s
member states provide an economic lift regarding the flow of money and taxes they
pay within the UK.2#® Secondly, not being a member of the Union would not mean a
decrease in migration within the UK because in order to benefit from the advantages
of the Single Market, the UK would make concessions in terms of crossing the
borders among the member states anyway.?*® For global credibility, because the
Union has been one of the most influential global formations since it has been
established, leaving it would mean a decrease of opportunities for the UK in terms of

presenting and defending its ideas and decisions within the international arena.?’

For security, emerging from the lack of global credibility which would be the result
of the possible leave from the Union, the UK would have less influence on the
decisions taken in the international arena regarding transnational actions.?*® Thus,
regarding terrorism, the UK would be less secure because it would not be able to
affect the decisions and actions of the other member states which would affect the

borders of itself.

3.2. Supporters of the Pro-Remain Campaign

3.2.1. Political Campaign Groups of the Pro-Remain Campaign
3.2.1.1. Britain Stronger in Europe

The official and main group supporting the pro-remain campaign, Britain Stronger in

Europe, was launched in October 2015.24° Campaign strategists Stephen Gilbert and

5 Sarah Chappell, “Brexit or Bremain: the arguments at a glance”, Euronews, 12 May 2016,
https://www.euronews.com/2016/05/12/brexit-the-arguments-at-a-glance, accessed on 18 December
2022
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20 The group’s supporters included

Craig Oliver led Britain Stronger in Europe.
politicians from Conservative, Labor, and Green Party, and businesspeople and it has
been the only organization to apply to the Electoral Commission to become the
umbrella group of the pro-remain campaigners.zs1 The group has been able to collect
seven million euros for its campaigning, and it included a public grant collected with
the aim of conducting telecasts and mailshots worth six hundred thousand euros.”*
Besides advertising via TV, the internet, and printed media; the group has also
handed out expensive brochures to the public; and this costly advertising, which was
funded by the UK’s government, has not been welcomed by the UK's people.253

Lord Stuart Rose, who is a known businessperson in the UK, has been the chairman
of Britain Stronger in Europe.?®* He argued that staying in the Union would mean a
safer and stronger future for the UK’s people rather than they would have outside the
Union and he added that leaving the Union would mean a threatening future for the
UK.”® Will Straw has been the executive director of Britain Stronger in Europe and
he argued that leaving the Union would cause unaffordable risks for the UK.?*®
Besides the well-known businesspeople and politicians, Britain Stronger in Europe

has also received the support of other pro-Union campaign organizations such as

Open Europe, Center for European Reform, and the European Movement.?®” Britain

20 Andrew Mullen, “Leave versus Remain: the digital battle”, EU Referendum Analysis 2016: Media,
Voters and the Campaign, Centre for the Study of Journalism, Culture & Community Bournemouth
University, June 2016, p.89
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Stronger in Europe has also tried to include the UK’s young people’s voices, so it had
names like Megan Dunn, who was the head of the National Union of Students and
Jude Kelly, who was a theater director, among its board members.>® Lord Sainsbury,
who was the former science minister in the Labor government, has donated 2.3
million euros for Britain Stronger in Europe.259 David Harding, who was the head of
an investment bank in the UK, has donated 750 thousand euros for Britain Stronger

6.*°° The main arguments of Britain Stronger in Europe

in Europe until June 201
regarding the necessity of remaining in the Union included benefits in terms of
economy and global recognition, and the future threats that the UK would face if it

261 Will Straw argued that according to a research

chose to leave the Union.
conducted by the Confederation of British Industry, people of the UK earn 3
thousand euros more thanks to living in a member country of the Union.?®” Thus, he
presented this research result as a reason for not leaving the Union and supporting
the Britain Stronger in Europe campaign. He also added that thanks to the Single
Market, prices can be kept low, and the borders of the UK are kept much more secure

than it could be if the UK decides to leave the Union.?®

3.2.1.2. Labor in for Britain

Labor in for Britain has been the official campaign group of the Labor Party during

the Brexit campaign process.?** Alan Johnson, who has been the Home Secretary and
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the Chancellor of Exchequer in former governments, has become the head of the
Labor in for Britain.?®® He argued that the UK would be more secure and comfortable
within the Union. James Corbyn, the Party’s leader at the time, was accused of
misdirecting the campaign by Phil Wilson, who was the head of the Labor in for

Britain campaign’s palrliament.266

The criticism towards Corbyn was not just about the direction he guides his party,
but also the ambiguous position of the Labor Party in the matter of Brexit under
Corbyn’s rule: According to most of the people in the UK, Corbyn did not support

the campaign efficiently and faithfully.267

His changing attitude towards the Union
through the years has also made people think that he is not a good leader for the
Brexit campaign process: According to one of the interviews that Corbyn gave in
2015, he voted for staying outside the European Economic Community in the 1975
referendum.”®® He accused Europe of threatening the cause of socialism in the world

because of its capitalist identity in 1993, and for reducing nation-states’ sovereignty

and being irresponsible about it in 1996.

In 2009, Corbyn drew attention to the relationship between NATO and the European
Union, by referring to it as a Frankenstein.”® In addition, right before the 2016
referendum, he rated his wish to stay in the Union as 7.5/10 on a channel and
because of these attitudes of his towards the Union, he has not been seen as the ideal

leader to manage the pro-remain campaign process of the 2016 referendum.
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3.2.1.3. Lib Dems

The Liberal Democrats who are also the members of the European parliament
conducted their pro-remain campaign by especially emphasizing the global dangers
that threaten not only the UK but also the world, such as climate change and
economic downfalls.?”® They argued that being a member of the Union means
putting fight against these kinds of threats together and stronger thanks to European
integration; they also drew attention to the specific threats that the UK’s public
would face if the country left the Union, such as having less opportunities and less

effect within the global arena.’’

They added that because they have sixteen people in
the European Parliament representing the UK, they are able to lead the agenda of the
Union; thus, if the UK leaves, they will also lose this chance of leading and affecting

272
Europe’s route.

Andrew Russell argued that the invisibility of Lib Dems in the media has been one of
the strangest things about the referendum campaign process.?’”® According to the
British Election Study, Lib Dems have been the biggest Euro-friend party and the
leader of Lib Dems in 2014, Nick Clegg, became the pioneer of the pro-Europe side
of the UK thanks to his performance in television discussions up against Nigel
Farage; however, in the referendum campaign process, the party did not maintain its

leading role and showed inefficient effort.?”
3.2.1.4. Best for Britain

Gina Miller, who is a businessperson, founded Best For Britain after suing the

government for Brexit and her aim was to encourage members of the UK’s

270 Tom Bramwell, “Why Liberal Democrat MEPs are fighting to stop Brexit”, Leeds Live, 14
October 2019, https://www.leeds-live.co.uk/special-features/liberal-democrat-meps-stop-brexit-
17079694, accessed on 18 December 2022
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parliament to vote for the sake of the pro-remain campaign; in other words, to vote
against the Brexit deal, before the 2017 general election.?”> By being one of the
lesser-known pro-remain campaign supporters, Best For Britain aimed to dissuade
the public from the idea of leaving the Union completely and donated its funding to
candidates who were known as being pro-European before the 2017 general election

in the UK ?"®
3.2.1.5. British Indians for IN

Indian politicians who are also British members of the parliament live in the UK
formed British Indians for IN to campaign in favor of the pro-remain campaign and
they argued that thanks to the Union, the UK has advantages in terms of economics,
security, and global prestige.?’’ They aimed to represent three parties: Labor,
Conservative and Liberal Democrat and the group’s coordinator stated that number
of British Indians finds 1.2 million and they are a crucial part of the decision-makers

of the referendum.?’®

He also argued that most of these people were in favor of
remaining in the Union because they think that to remain would be the clever

decision for both their community and the UK.

One of the members of British Indians for IN drew the attention to the economic
advantages of being a member of the single market and stated that it provides lower

219 Another member

prices in the market and employment opportunities for the UK.
of the group argued that being a member also brings a higher quality of life for the

people who live in a member country of the Union.

215 Jessica Elgot, “What is Best for Britain — and is there a 'secret plot' to thwart Brexit?”, The
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brexit-george-soros, accessed on 18 December 2022
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3.2.2. Campaigns and Campaigners from the UK’s Public

3.2.2.1. Another Europe is Possible

Another Europe is Possible emerged from and funded by the UK’s public in
February 2016 and became one of the main campaign groups of the pro-remain
side.?® By being a radical left-wing community, Another Europe is Possible group
tried to convince people of the necessity of membership to the European Union and
they put their exact opposite attitude towards all of the right-wing formations
accurately.?®! They aimed to make people volunteer for their case of making Europe
a continent whose citizens can cross the member countries’ borders freely and put
human rights at the center of their ideology; and to bring European institutions more
democracy and justice by working with people who share the same perspective with

them across the European continent.?®?

The group argued that letting the UK leave the Union and right-wing side to win the
Brexit process would mean a decline for the UK’s economy because it would mean
negotiating with the non-European governments, which have lower standards

28 Another Europe is Possible aimed to

regarding especially food and environment.
approach the Brexit issue from the side of the workers and migrants who live in the
UK, and also the UK’s environment.?®* In order to protect the rights of these groups
of people during the Brexit process, campaign supporters cooperated with various
trade unions, non-governmental organizations, and political parties with the aim of

forming solidarity among them.”®

Another Europe is Possible drew attention to the two political risks of Brexit. The

first political risk lies in breaking the Good Friday agreement which was signed in

280 Another Europe, “About”, https://www.anothereurope.org/about/, accessed on 18 December 2022
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1998 in the last era of Northern Ireland’s peace process, consisted of two documents:
A document ensuring the peace among the political parties of Northern Ireland, and a
document ensuring peace between Britain and Ireland.?® Regarding the Brexit
process, the crucial part of the agreement was Northern Ireland’s becoming one of
the UK’s parts and the necessity to change this with a referendum if it is wanted.
Also, it became legitimate that every person who was born in Ireland could become
both an Ireland and a Britain citizen. According to the group, these political points
which are negotiated and decided would be at risk if Brexit comes true because of

287 After Brexit,

the existing right-wing government’s aim to violate the agreement.
Northern Ireland would be the only country which is a part of the UK and has a
border with a Union member state, the Republic of Ireland.”® As a result, the
political steps emerging from a right-wing party’s policies would eventually cause an
economic disadvantage for the UK because it would mean controls on the borders
between the UK and Northern Ireland regarding the goods coming from the Union

member states.

The second risk waiting for the UK if Brexit comes true lies in the independence
desire of Scotland: While Scotland’s public wants a referendum to have a say on
Scotland’s independence from the UK, the UK government is not letting them do
50.”® Thus, Another Europe is Possible criticizes the voting mechanism of Boris
Johnson’s government has and argues that it is an ironic point that while the UK
public mostly supported the parties which are in favor of having referendums
regarding taking radical social decisions, Johnson has been the one who is elected

and in power.

Another Europe is Possible has also tried to show that Brexit is an erroneous project
that the right-wing created, by drawing attention to the resemblance between the

election of Donald Trump in the USA and the Brexit process in the UK under the
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supremacy of the right-wing mindset: The group emphasized the similarity between
the UK’s right-wing government and other leaders around the world: Trump from the
USA, Erdogan from Turkey, Kaczynski from Poland, Netanyahu from Israel, and

Salvini from Italy.290

3.2.2.2. Wolfgang Tillmans

Wolfgang Tillmans, who is a German artist living and practicing his work in the UK,
has started his personal campaign against Brexit by publishing posters he

designed.291

In his posters, Tillmans aimed to show how the UK jeopardizes its
future by thinking of leaving the Union and he emphasized that Europe is a family,
and the UK is one of the parts of this family, and the fact that governments may be
temporary but a union like the EU would last forever. He also argued that leaving the
Union would mean ruining the peaceful neighborhood between the European

countries.?%?

According to Tillmans, the UK’s people’s financial rights are safe thanks to
membership to the Union and that the Union protects people’s economic rights by
being against monopolies and the business world’s unfair actions.”® He gives his
dialogue with Rupert Murdoch as an example: Tillmans asks him about his
opposition to the EU, and Murdoch says that while he can make things happen in any
way he wants in the UK, the situation is not the same regarding the Union’s

institutions.

Besides his artwork aiming to form an awareness among the public, Tillmans has
also criticized the general appearance of the official pro-remain campaign group and

he argued that the official group’s attitude and actions were not enough to persuade

2 Ibid.
1 Alice Morby, “Wolfgang Tillmans Designs Posters Opposing Brexit Vote”, Dezeen, 28 June 2016,
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people to vote to remain, become an active member of their campaign, or meet the

campaign schedule before it is too late.”*

In one of his interviews with the Guardian, Tillmans argued that the most important
disadvantage of leaving the Union would be the rising level of isolation and

rightwing radicalism in the UK.*®®

He agreed with the idea that the formation of the
Union emerges from the aim of keeping the world in peace, and leaving it would
mean acting oppositely to this sacred aim; also, the radical rightwing in the UK
ignores the unifying power that the Union created and the UK adopted through time,

and that this radical side dissents to the fundamental values of the Union.?%°

3.2.3. Campaigner Businesspeople

3.2.3.1. Signers of the Letter Sent to The Times

1285 businesspeople sent a message to The Times emphasizing on their concerns
about the risk leaving the Union would cause in the UK’s economy.297 They warned
that especially small businesses would be damaged because of the economic shock
that Brexit would create. They also warned that in case of a Brexit, the trade deal

between the two actors would have to be initialized entirely.?*®

3.2.3.2. Tom Dixon

Tom Dixon, who is a businessperson in the UK, has given various interviews where

he argued that not only leaving the Union but also the possibility of Brexit, has been
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damaging the economy of the UK. He emphasized that leaving the Union would

bring lots of risks for the UK’s future.*®

3.2.3.3. Confederation of British Industry

In March 2016, Confederation of British Industry’s businesspeople announced that

80 percent of them want to remain in the Union.**

They warned the public in March
2016 by drawing attention to the possible economic disadvantages that the UK will
face if it leaves the Union.**® These disadvantages included nearly 1 million loss of

jobs and 100 billion euros loss of income of the public.®%

The Confederation argued
that it would be damaging for its business when it does not have a full access to the
single market and also for the foreign investments compared to the member

. 4
countries.®

3.2.3.4. Bank of England

In May 2016, the Bank of England warned people about a possible recession era if
the country leaves the Union.** This warning was unseen since then, and the Bank

argued that Brexit would cause decrease in employment rates and the value of
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poun The governor of the Bank, Mark Carney, argued that leaving the Union

would cause 2.9 trillion dollars and predicted that foreign investment would also

decrease.>"’

3.2.4. Campaigner Artists
3.2.4.1. Signers of the Telegraph’s Open Letter

In May 2016, 300 artists in the UK signed an open letter which was published in
Telegraph with the aim of showing the public that leaving the Union would be a
terrible mistake which would eventually cause the UK’s global reputation to
decline.*® This letter had an influence on public more because signers included
famous actors and writers of the UK.*®® The artists also emphasized that being a

member does not just make the UK stronger but also more creative.*'

3.2.4.2. Amanda Levete
Amanda Levete, who is an architect in the UK, has been one of the artists against

Brexit, and she talked about the risks that a possible leave of the UK from the Union

in terms of art in her interviews.*** She argued that leaving the Union would mean
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losing the diversity it brought to the UK’s architecture, so it would cause
impoverishment and unvariedness for both architecture and art in general for the

UK.312

3.2.4.3. Annamaria Anderloni

Annamaria Anderloni, who is an Italian architect living and performing in the UK,
mentioned the risks of leaving the Union regarding employment for both employers
and employees.*'® She talked about the possible challenge that the UK’s architecture
sector would face when seeking for people who are qualified and skilled to recruit if

. 314
Brexit becomes true.

3.2.4.4. Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners

Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners, who are a group of architects, published their view
about the Brexit issue on their website.**> They argued that what makes life in the
UK qualified is the relationships it had with its neighbors and other countries of
Europe; thanks to these relationships, the UK benefited from other countries’ culture

and art.>'

Moreover, they argued that thanks to the diversity and civilization of
Europe, the UK has gained more of a good quality through time and it may lose this
quality if it leaves the Union. They added that the people who work for their
company and who are not from the UK originally made their work more enriched

. 317
and dynam1c.3

Richard Rogers, who is one of the founders of Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners, has

published his idea on the website and argued that if the UK decides to leave the
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Union, it would be a great mistake which would eventually result in disadvantages

for not just its sector but also for the UK’s whole economy.**®

3.2.4.5. Architects’ Journal

Architects’ Journal, which is a website publishing news and articles regarding the
architecture world and its perspectives, has been in favor of the pro-remain campaign

and showed it on its website.!®

The website has conducted an online survey on
Twitter and announced the results in the last week of the campaign process.
According to the results of the online survey, to the question of who the UK people
are going to vote for in the Brexit referendum, 79.1 percent of the people who
answered the question answered as remain, 13.4 percent of them as leave, and 7.5
percent of them as undecided.**

Before the Twitter poll Architects’ Journal published in June 2016, it also published
research in April same year and according to this research, 78 percent of the people

said no, 14 percent yes, and 8 percent not sure to the question of whether they want

to leave the European Union or not.**
3.2.5. Campaign Groups from Academia and Science Community

3.2.5.1. Scientists for EU

Scientists for EU was established by the UK’s scientists who are in favor of
remaining in the Union in 2015, after it was certain that the UK would have a

referendum regarding the Union.**? The group tried to be active on social media to
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spread their perspective of what kind of advantages being a member of the Union
brings to the UK and they put science at center while building their perspective about
the referendum and argued that the UK is more advantageous in terms of scientific
progress when it is within the Union.*®® The group got thousands of followers on
their Facebook page in one week and opened Twitter and YouTube pages
following.*** Scientists for EU did not get financial support except the donators from
the UK’s public.*® The group got support from various universities and other

organizations that were in favor of the pro-remain campai gn.326

3.2.5.2. The Royal Society

Including the most reputable scientists and engineers, the Royal Society announced
their support for the pro-remain campaign in March 2016.%%" Stephen Hawking was
one of the scientists who showed his support with the Royal Society, and they
warned the UK’s public about how the country would be devastated regarding

328

science if it leaves the Union.”™" They argued that the British people’s success in

science lay in the funds and attraction they find thanks to being European.®”°

3.2.5.3. Historians for Britain

Some of the historians and academics of the UK got together to let the UK’s public

know the history of the relationship between their country and the Union under the
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name of Historians for Britain. Throughout the campaign process, they started to be
named as Historians for Europe because of their support for the pro-remain
campaig:,rn.330 The group defined their ideal world as where the UK maintains its

membership within a reformed Union.**!

3.2.6. Campaigner Environmentalists

People including politicians, writers, and activists who are concerned for the UK’s
environment signed a letter regarding their wish to stay in the Union.**? Some of the
signers were Liz Truss, who was the Environment Secretary; Stanley Johnson, who is
a writer; and the associations such as the Countryside Alliance, the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds, and the Campaign for the Preservation of Rural England.®**®
They argued that thanks to being a member of the Union, the UK’s environment has
become clearer, and wildlife has become more active and they also emphasized on
the Union’s fund, nearly 600 million euros, which is given to the UK for protecting

the environment and (:ountryside.334

3.2.7. Politicians

3.2.7.1. David Cameron

By being dragged into the Brexit process without his consent, announcing the date of
the referendum, and choosing to be a part of the pro-remain campaign; David

Cameron has become the main actor of the pro-remain campaign. Cameron

resembled the referendum options to a choice between little England, referring to
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leaving the Union, and Great Britain, referring to staying in the Union.** According
to Cameron, while the UK would be interned without the Union, it is able to reach

beyond its borders thanks to the Union.>*®

Despite his supportive discourses for the pro-remain campaign, Cameron has been
one of the most effective politicians who has played into the pro-leave campaign’s
hands.**" There are three proofs for this argument that can be seen during Cameron’s
premiership era®®: The first one is the government’s deliberate distance from the
problems that the Union faced, such as the refugee crisis. The second one is the effort
to limit the Union’s effect on the UK; because of this inactive approach towards the
Union, Cameron led a secession process between the UK’s public, and the Union.
Being in the Union but putting a distance from its problems and governance led
Cameron’s pro-remain arguments and his management of the process to hang in the
air. The third proof was that the failure of Cameron’s government managing issues
such as National Health Service and housing reflected on the Union in the public’s
mind. Cameron did not spend effort to explain that these kind of backsets in the
social service system of the UK were not problems emerging from being a member

of the Union but the government itself; as a result, he has not been able to persuade

voters to support the pro-remain campaign.
3.2.7.2. George Osborne

The Chancellor of the Exchequer in Cameron’s government, George Osborne, has
been the biggest supporter of Cameron through the pro-remain campaign.339 He

argued that leaving the Union would mean devastation for the UK’s economy, in
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terms of unemployment, real estate, and the pound. The pro-leave supporters stated
that these kinds of arguments about economic risks were only conspiracy theories.**°
As a response, Osborne argued that these risks were calculated facts by economists

and scientists; thus, they were not a conspiracy but a consensus.**

3.2.7.3. Sadiq Khan

Sadiq Khan, who is a member of the parliament from the Labor Party, was chosen as
the Mayor of London in 2016 and he announced his support for Cameron regarding
the pro-remain campaign on May 30, 2016.%% Despite his opponent’s expressions
toward Khan because of his Muslim identity, Cameron stated that he was happy to

campaign with Khan’s support.343

Because of the occupation that the conflicts within
the Conservative Party caused in the referendum process, Sadiq Khan argued that the
Labor Party could not have enough chance to put their fight on the media.*** Thus,
he claimed that the Labor Party should do more to accomplish its historic

responsibility and be the main actor to keep the UK as a member. e

3.2.7.4. Enda Kenny

The head of Irish government in the campaign process for the UK, Enda Kenny, has
been one of the main supporters of the pro-remain campaign.**® The mainly

emphasized issues within Ireland, in contrast to the rest of the UK during the
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campaign process were the borders between Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland.**" According to Mary Murphy’s article, because Northern Ireland did not
emphasize sovereignty and migration issues like the rest of the UK, people mostly
voted to remain. Enda Kenny argued that Brexit would increase the rate of violence
and economic recession in Northern Ireland.>*® The concern of violence emerged
from the risk of losing Union’s funds which it gave Northern Ireland for the peace
process. The concern of the economy emerged from not being a part of Single
Market anymore and losing the opportunity of flow of people and goods among the
borders; thus, Kenny and the ministers who support him tried to convince the Irish

people who live in the UK to vote remain in the campaign process.349

3.2.7.5. Nicola Sturgeon

Scotland’s first minister Nicola Sturgeon has been one of the supporters of the pro-
remain campaign and she announced that her and her government’s one of the first
priorities would be campaigning in favor of remain vote during the Brexit campaign
process.®® She argued that membership gives various advantages to Scotland, such
as worker and maternity rights; thus, Scotland should not take these advantages for
granted, and should vote remain to maintain progress in its relationship with the

. 351
Union.

3.2.7.6. Mark Carney

The Bank of England governor at the referendum campaign process, Mark Carney,

argued that leaving the Union would mean a huge domestic threat for the UK’s
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financial constancy.*® Even though he argued that the Bank of England is neutral
regarding the referendum, he stated his own ideas by emphasizing on the risk of
decreasing investment and increasing household expenses.g‘r’3 He also argued that
Cameron’s renegotiation deal was protective for the UK’s economy and would

provide stability if the country stays in the Union.***

3.2.7.7. Barack Obama

The president of the U.S.A. at the time of the Brexit process, Barack Obama, was
also one of the supporters of the pro-remain campaign.355 Because of the possible
critical reflections of the referendum results on the USA, Obama also emphasized
and expressed his views on the issue. He argued that if the UK leaves the Union, then
the country would lose its prestige and primacy both economically and politically in
the global arena on his trip to London in 2016.%*® In terms of economy, according to
Obama, the UK will have to be in the queue to have trade deals with the U.S.A. if it
is not a member of the Union. In terms of politics, Obama argued that the UK would

not have its old political influence over the globe if it leaves the Union.*’

3.2.8. The Newspapers Supporting the Pro-Remain Campaign

3.2.8.1. The Daily Mirror

The Daily Mirror announced its official attitude towards the Brexit process and its

support for the pro-remain campaign two days before the referendum.®® While
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announcing its support, the Mirror stated that they support the pro-remain campaign
because of the hostile and divisive environment that the pro-leave side caused
throughout its campaigning.35g According to the Daily Mirror, it was an illusion that
the leaders of the pro-leave campaign were regular people who were close and who

understood the public’s needs.>®°

According to the report they published after the Brexit campaign process in the UK,
researchers from Oxford calculated that the greatest number of articles that supported
the pro-remain campaign in the UK press were published by the Daily Mirror.**
Regarding its Union-related articles, the Daily Mirror published half of these articles
as supporting articles of the pro-remain campaign.362 Also, the Daily Mirror had the
lowest number of arguments which supported the pro-leave campaign. 43 percent of
the articles that the Daily Mirror published were based on the economy. However,
the topic the paper mostly emphasized compared to the other newspapers has been
regulations, especially the ones regarding the rights of the workers.*®® Despite being
a supporter of the pro-remain campaign like the left-wing of the UK, the Daily
Mirror has mentioned quotations of politicians from the Conservative Party more

than the ones from the Labor Party.>*

According to research by Dr. Julie Firmstone, the Daily Mirror has been the only
newspaper from the pro-remain side which shows its support at the last day of the
referendum campaign, in contrast to the silent Guardian, the Times, and the

Independent at the last day.*®® Even as they encouraged the voters to vote, they did
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not prefer to emphasize their stance regarding Brexit while the newspapers which
support the pro-leave side have uttered their campaign arguments much more the
same day. On referendum day, the Daily Mirror warned the voters by implying that if

they vote for leave, their country will go into darkness in its headline.*®®

3.2.8.2. The Guardian

According to an article published on Oxford University’s website, one of the
newspapers that published most articles which defended the pro-remain campaign
has been the Guardian.*®’ According to Bironzo and Aslan, The Guardian has been
the newspaper which published the most articles supporting the pro-remain campaign
in the first three weeks of the campaign process.>® Also, Julie Firmstone adds that
the paper has been the newspaper which supported the pro-remain campaign loudly

and boldly compared to the other papers supporting the pro-remain side.*®

The Guardian announced its official attitude towards the Brexit process and its
support for the pro-remain campaign in the last week of the campaign process.®”
While announcing its support, the Guardian considered Brexit as being isolated and
furious for the UK. It also argued that the UK should remain as an insider and
connected by continuing to be a member of the Union. In their report published in
2016, regarding the attitudes of the UK’s press through the Brexit process,
researchers from Oxford wrote that the Guardian has been one of the newspapers

371

which has shown a friendly attitude towards the European Union.”"" They also
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argued that the Guardian had been one of the newspapers that had the longest articles
defending the idea that the UK should remain as a part of the Union.*"

By being one of the newspapers which gives the most space for the Brexit
referendum in the UK press, the Guardian had 271 articles about the referendum -
which made the Guardian the second newspaper regarding the article number®’® - and
it published 14 percent of its referendum - related news on its front page.*’* 46
percent of the Guardian’s Union-related articles were supporting articles for the pro-
remain campaign.375 Regarding the dimensions of the campaign arguments, the
Guardian has been the newspaper that had sovereignty in its coverage the most.>"°
The paper mostly emphasized the UK’s being a sovereign country already regardless
of being a member of the Union via its articles, for example, Jonathan Freedland’s

: 77
article.®

In his article, Freedland argued that the UK does not need another
establishment to have the power of controlling its own destiny because it already has
that power, and he gives an example for it: He writes that without a referendum, the
members of the parliament of the UK can always decide to cancel the European
Communities Act of 1972 and leave the Union, and this shows how the UK is
sovereign when it comes to its own decisions.*”® Freedland also argues that in the
modern world, having national sovereignty has become less important compared to

being sovereign in an international interdependence.379

Secondary to the sovereignty matter, Freedland put the economic matter forward and

argued that the UK should not lose its benefits of being a member of the Union by
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leaving the Single Market which it has advantageous trade deals with; actually,
losing such an advantage in economic matters would mean less sovereignty for the

UK, he argues.380

Even though by being a supporter of the pro-remain campaign like the left-wing of
the UK, the Guardian has mentioned quotations of politicians from the Conservative
Party more than the ones from the Labor Party.381 According to research by YouGov,
more than 90 percent of the Guardian’s readers have been supporting the idea of
remaining in the Union even before the Brexit referendum campaign process
officially started.*®* Des Freedman argued that it was not a possible choice for the
editors to go to the other way than its readers and support the opposite campaign

side.

3.2.8.3. Financial Times

Financial Times announced its official attitude towards the Brexit process and its

384 B

support for the pro-remain campaign in the last week of the campaign process. y

reminding that it is the leading financial newspaper of the UK, Financial Times drew
attention to the fact that leaving the Union would mean a strike to the liberal

385

economic system founded after the II. World War.™ The paper argued that this

separation would also turn Great Britain into a Little England.386
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Despite that Financial Times has officially supported the pro-remain campaign, it
included pro-leave campaign supporters’ articles more than the pro-remain ones.*’

On referendum day, the paper drew attention to the increasing tension which the

referendum caused. >

3.2.8.4. The Mail on Sunday

The Mail on Sunday has been a supporter of the pro-remain campaign with its strong
opposition to the pro-leave one, with its arguments emphasizing how the pro-leave

side is captured by the radical right-wing in the UK.*® The paper announced its

390

support for the pro-remain campaign four days before the referendum.™ It argued

that the UK would be more secure, wealthier, and freer within the Union.**

According to the paper, getting forward and alongside the other European countries

. 2
makes the UK’s voice heard more. >

3.2.8.5. The Times

In contrast to its sister newspaper the Sunday Times, which is also owned by Rupert
Murdoch who supported the pro-leave side, the Times supported the pro-remain

campaign.®®® The Times announced its support for the pro-remain campaign six days
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before the referendum.™ While announcing it, the paper argued that leading a
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reform within the Union would be better for the UK instead of leaving it.3%

According to the research of YouGov, more than 60 percent of the Times’ readers
have been supporting the idea of remaining in the Union even before the Brexit
referendum campaign process officially started.**® Des Freedman argued that it was
not a possible choice for the editors to go to the other way than its readers and

support the opposite campaign side.*’

Surprisingly, the Times had 36 percent of its articles in favor of Brexit, while 22
percent of them were in favor of the pro-remain campaign.398 In the referendum day,

the paper drew the attention to the Brexit threat which the last polls point out that it

is possible.

3.2.8.6. The Observer

The Observer has been one of the papers which accepted that there are problems in

the UK that emerge because of the Union, but this is not a reason to leave it totally. 400

According to the Observer, being a member is a good thing for the UK when you

look at the big picture. Staying in the Union would allow the UK to have a voice in

401

the reshaping process of the Union’s structure and decisions.” ~ If the countries are
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together under the roof of the Union, then they will be able to resolve the problems

. 402
together and easier.

3.3. Reason Behind the Majority of Pro-Leave Articles in the Pro-Remain

Supporter Newspapers

One of the common points of the pro-remain supporter newspapers’ articles is that
they published more articles from the pro-leave campaign supporters than the pro-
remain ones. Levy, Aslan and Bironzo explain that this may be an outcome of the
insufficient campaign which was conducted by the Labor party’s top politicians.403
The Guardian and the Daily Mirror have quoted Jeremy Corbyn, the leader of the
Labor Party in the Brexit process, only in maximum 4 percent of their articles.*®* On
the other hand, the political leader of the pro-leave campaign, Boris Johnson, has
been quoted three times more than Corbyn in these newspapers.“® Thus, the report

deduced that this situation reflects the insufficiency of the Labor-wing while

supporting the pro-remain campaign.
3.4. Pro-Remain Campaign’s Advertisements and Social Media Usage

The huge amount of social media usage by the pro-remain side can be seen in the

406

amount of money they spent.™ The Labor Party spent more than 1 million euros on

Facebook and achieved visibility among 13 million people. However, the pro-remain
side has been inefficient and slow regarding Twitter usage compared to the pro-leave

. 1407
side.
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In his article, Vyacheslav Polonski argued that it was clear that before the political
defeat, the pro-remain side lost against the pro-leave side on the online.*® He also
stated that the pro-remain supporters underestimated the power of social media and
did not see online competition as important as on the political ground.409 According
to Polonski, the pro-remain side saw social media as a place for teenagers and trolls;
thus, it did not care for building emotional connections with voters, but it drew

attention to calculated facts and arguments such as economic foresights.*'?
3.4.1. #Votln

Britain Stronger in Europe aimed at attracting young voters towards its campaign and
formed its social media strategy around this idea. Its online campaign was named
#Votln with the aim of using a language like the current one which the UK’s young

1 The g sound at the end was removed

people use, especially on social media.
because youngsters use words this way such as workin, learnin, or chattin.**? The
#Votln campaign did not just try to make a progress with naming the campaign in
harmony with the language of young people but also with withstanding the argument
that youngsters are apolitical when it comes to referendum-related discussions

regarding immigration or economy.

The video for the #VotIn did not focus on politics or politicians, it drew attention to

the comfortable and youthful lifestyle the UK’s young people have when their
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country is a member of the Union; and also, to the benefits of membership for
youngsters such as studying abroad and cheap traveling chances among the other
member countries.*®* Sam Gyimah, who was the minister of education in the
referendum campaign process, was a supporter of the pro-remain campaign, and he
backed up the video of #Votln and he argued that the current young generation would
be a lost one if it loses the advantages that the Union gives them.*'* Also, he warned
young people by arguing that they will have a hard time finding a job and traveling
abroad; they will struggle with higher prices and have worse wages if the UK leaves

the Union.

The video for the #Votln campaign was designed by the venturethree, which is a
brand consultancy company and helped Britain Stronger in Europe to build their
communication strategy in the campaign process.*® From the team which designed
the video, Scott Townsin said their aim was to form an anti-establishment image in
the eye of young people and by becoming one of the youngsters, the video aimed to

build a relationship relying on empathy and closeness with them.*'®

The pro-leave campaign instantly started to criticize this video by accusing it of
being insulting to both young people and the English language itself. For example,
Chris York from the Huffington Post criticized the video by arguing that Britain
Stronger in Europe puts the literacy of the UK in the second place after the aim of

7 He named #VotIn as “Cringin” in his article. He drew

staying in the Union.
attention to the other critical comments on social media and showed a tweet saying
the video of #Votln does not care about grammar of English and that young EU

people are busy having fun.**® Another tweet which was posted by James Cleverly,

“® Ibid.
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who was a supporter of Brexit and from Conservative Party, said that #Votln was like
a parody made by the pro-leave campaign.**® Moreover, some of the twitter users
criticized the campaign for being patronizing and smarty towards the UK’s youth

regarding deciding whether to vote or not and to use their language correctly.420

3.4.2. Britain Stronger in Europe Poster

Britain Stronger in Europe used a poster designed by adamé&eveDDB, a
communications company which took a side alongside the pro-remain campaign in
October 2015.%?! The company supported the campaign by finding the name and
forming the launch film of it; in this poster, three most known politicians for being
supporters of the pro-leave campaign were gambling around a table: Boris Johnson,

422

Nigel Farage, and Michael Gove.™“ The voters were warned that their destiny was

gambled on by these three men, and the poster suggests the voters withstand and vote

. 423
for remain.

3.4.3. Britain Stronger in Europe Advertisement

Britain Stronger in Europe campaign broadcast its first television advertisement in
the last week of May 2016.°* The campaign showed a baby in its first ad, and this
baby wears a yellow hard hat resembling the one which is used by George Osborne,

one of the supporters of the pro-remain campaign. Despite the label that the pro-
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leave side created for the pro-remain one, Project Fear, this ad brings cuteness into
the forefront and emphasizes the dreams of the baby. The ad shows that if the UK
leaves the Union, the baby will not be able to make his dream of having a car like he
is playing in the ad come true in the future. Even some people saw this scene as a
saving grace under the chaos of the referendum campaign process; according to Dr.
Vincent Campbell, it did not have enough effect on neither in the mass media nor to

create a friendly environment between the two campaign sides.*®

In another scene of the ad, the digger that the baby is playing turns into a real life
one, and there are seen workers.*?® At this point, the ad draws attention to the fact
that more than three million people in the UK find jobs thanks to trade with the
Union. According to political reporter Brian Wheeler, who is the author of the article,
this ad is too inoffensive that it will not draw the attention of the public; as a result,
the ad tries to show that the UK’s future would be more secure within the Union, but

it fails to represent a persuasive atmosphere for the pro-remain campaign.

3.4.4. Britain Stronger in Europe Poster

M&C Saatchi, a communication network, designed the first poster on behalf of

Britain Stronger in Europe.427

In the poster, the most known two politicians of the
pro-leave campaign, Boris Johnson and Nigel Farage were shown as they were

cutting the branch of the tree they were sitting on.

3.4.5. Britain Stronger in Europe Twitter Usage

Simon Usherwood and Katharine Wright argue in their article that Britain Stronger in

Europe used their Twitter strategy mostly constructed around economy and business
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dimensions of the campaign process.’”® Thus, it has mostly mentioned domestic

issues.
3.4.6. Labor in for Britain Poster

Labor In For Britain campaign used a poster in harmony with its main purpose in the

. . . 429
campaign process: To emphasize worker rights.

In the poster, there is a paper in
which rights that the UK’s workers have when their country is a member of the
Union are written. Beside this paper, there is the tore up version of it, referring to the
time when the UK was no longer a part of the Union, and workers lost all these rights

of them.
3.4.7. Lib Dems Poster

Lib Dems chose to publish a poster which recreates the poster published in World
War II era by the British government.*®® In the original poster saying Careless Talk
Costs Lives with a drawing which shows a couple having dinner and talking, Hitler
makes his evil plans in front of them by saying it does not bother him that careless
people know his plans because they are not acting against them. In the Lib Dems’
version of the poster, instead of the couple, Boris Johnson and Jeremy Corbyn are
having dinner and thanking each other for delivering Brexit, and the poster says now

that Careless Votes Cost Lives.
3.4.8. Lib Dems Facebook Usage

Lib Dems created a Facebook page putting a picture of their group as the profile

431

picture where they wear Stop Brexit t-shirts.” They had almost three thousand
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followers and they published other pictures of their group where they attend marches
in favor of anti-Brexit protests. Also, they posted the current agenda of Brexit and

various articles from the authors in favor of the pro-remain campaign.
3.4.9. Best for Britain and People’s Vote Facebook Usage

With Best For Britain, People’s Vote published sixteen Facebook advertisements,
which means the pro-remain side published two times more Facebook ads compared

to the pro-leave side.**?

3.4.10. Conservatives In Posters

Conservatives In published its advertisement which was designed by M&C Saatchi
and conducted its campaign through digital platforms.** In the poster, there are two
options for voters to choose: Remain or retreat, with a quote from David Cameron
implying that Britain does not run from a problem and quit but it stays and fights.
Also, the poster says that this choice of the public would be once and for all; and
with the design of M&C Saatchi, Conservatives In used another poster showing a
woman whose mouth was closed with a tape and warning the voters about not being

silent and using their right to stay in the Union.
3.4.11. M&C Saatchi Poster

M&C Saatchi published its last design of a poster on behalf of the pro-remain

434

campaign two days before the referendum.™" In the poster, there was a door opening

to darkness with a note that voting to leave the Union would be irreversible.

432 Rowland Manthorpe, “Remain v Leave: Scale of Facebook ad war revealed”, Sky News, 21

October 2018, https://news.sky.com/story/remain-v-leave-scale-of-facebook-ad-war-revealed-
11530148, accessed on 18 December 2022

3 Omar Oakes, “EU referendum campaigns' most memorable ads”, Campaign, 13 June 2016,
https://www.campaignlive.co.uk/article/eu-referendum-campaigns-memorable-ads/1398404, accessed

on 18 December 2022

43 Ibid.

80



3.4.12. David Cameron’s Meeting with Digital Leaders

One month before the referendum, David Cameron had a meeting with thirty
representatives from pioneer technology companies such as Instagram, Twitter, and
Facebook.*®® These representatives were chosen from a group who were more likely

to vote remain.**®

3.4.13. Hug a Brit

Hug a Brit, which was a pro-remain campaign wholly conducted on social media,

47 Katrin

was formed by the people from various European countries, except the UK.
Lock, who was the pioneer of Hug a Brit, aimed to spread love through the Hugs
among Europeans and Britons by encouraging Europeans via social media.**® People
from other European countries shared their photos with Briton friends while hugging
to support the campaign and the campaign mostly addressed to emotional contents

such as friendship, love, and unity.
3.4.14. #CatsAgainstBrexit

Emerging from the UK’s public, #CatsAgainstBrexit campaign was supported by the

439

pro-remain supporters and Twitter users who were also cat owners.” They posted

their cats’ photos and added texts which they say their cat is sad or angry about
immigrant and workers’ rights to unify and go viral on Twitter with the others who

also do not want to leave the Union.**
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3.4.15. Pro-Remain Side Twitter Usage

The pro-remain side increased its Twitter posts at the final weeks of the campaign
process and according to the article of Laura Cram and Clare Llewellyn, this leap of
the campaign on Twitter was because the pro-remain supporters realized that Brexit
was not impossible.*! Also, it was clear that the number of people who tweet for the
sake of the pro-remain campaign would not pass the ones who tweet for the pro-
leave one; thus, on the referendum day, the pro-remain supporters tweeted almost
four times more than the usual frequency they tweet in the other days of the

: 442
campaign process.

3.5. Reasons Behind Pro-Remain Campaign’s Failure

The failure of the pro-remain campaign was a result of three facts. Firstly,
Euroscepticism has been rooted in the UK’s both public and mass media since the
beginning. Secondly, the supporters of the pro-remain campaign remained incapable
of informing the UK’s public regarding the European Union, its relationship with
their country, and the UK’s place within it.**® According to Christoph Meyer, besides
the insufficient amount of knowledge that the UK’s public had about the Union, the
pro-remain campaign side was also insufficient to widen this inadequate knowledge
of the public and he argued that pioneers of the pro-remain campaign, such as Jeremy
Corbyn, were also imprecise when it comes to elaborate their reasons of arguing that

I . . 444
Brexit is an undemocratic aim.

Similarly, Kirsty Hughes, who is a commentator on European politics criticized the

communication failure of the pro-remain campaign and argued that the pro-remain
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445
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side failed to even show the clear misdirection of the pro-leave campaign.
example, the UK giving 350 million euros every week to the Union was an obvious
fake news; however, despite its recognition as an anti-Brexit institution, even the

BBC did not make an effort to prove that such claims did not reflect the truth.

The third fact that led the pro-remain side fail was their insufficiency to maintain the
public attention towards their campaign and arguments in the last month of the
campaign process.**® The pro-remain supporters did not give enough care to present

convincing arguments and just repeated their already spoken discourses.
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CHAPTER 4

THE PRO-LEAVE CAMPAIGN

This chapter will present the arguments and actions of the pro-leave campaign; by
referring to the crucial actors, establishments, and public views on the Brexit

campaign process.
4.1. Euroscepticism

In 1985, the Euroscepticism term was used for the first time in a British newspaper,
referring to a distrustful perspective towards the policies of the European Union.*"’
This means the word emerged as a media concept at first, but then it turned into a
social science concept, especially referring to Thatcherism in the UK.*® It has been
discussed whether it is beneficial or not to be one of the member states of the Union
for decades among both the governments and publics of the member states.**
European integration has been also considered suspiciously as well by the same

actors and resulted in increasing rate of Euroscepticism within the Union.*°

Euroscepticism has been seen as a British disease for a long time, until two specific
events happened: Negation of Constitutional Treaty in France and Netherlands’

referendums in 2005, and negation of Lisbon Treaty in Irish referendum in 2008.%**

*7 Mehlika Ozlem Ultan and Serdar Ornek, “Euroscepticism in the European Union”, International
Journal of Social Sciences 4, no.2, January 2015, p.52
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9 Mehlika Ozlem Ultan and Serdar Ornek, “Euroscepticism in the European Union”, International
Journal of Social Sciences 4, no.2, January 2015, p.49
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Referring to criticism of the European integration and being unhappy about the
Union’s certain policies, Euroscepticism has become the main starting point of the

Brexit ideas and process.452

Especially after 2008, the tendency to research Euroscepticism increased in the
academia, and Kaniok and Kominkova define this tendency as the second
Eurosceptic wave right after the Eurozone crisis.”® They argue that Eurozone crisis
resulted in Euroscepticism becoming a mainstream in terms of politics because it

became crucial to both elites and public in today’s world.**

Similarly, Petr Kaniok and Magda Kominkova argue that Euroscepticism is
associated with the European Parliament now, and this relationship is fed by the
differences between the member of the parliaments and the electorate.”® Even
though the pandemic and Ukraine’s invasion by Russia strengthened unity within the
Union, Eurosceptic attitudes were still about to scale up.**® According to an analysis
made by Othmar Karas in 2021, Euroscepticism is still a critical political tendency.**’
Thus, the Union should be cautious towards this tendency because its consequences
affect both borders and the interior structure of the Union, such as in the case of

Brexit.*®

2 UKANDEU, “What is a Eurosceptic?”, https://ukandeu.ac.uk/the-facts/what-is-a-eurosceptic/,
accessed on 1 September 2023
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capitals/, accessed on 1 September 2023
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According to research made in 2022, one in every eight Union citizens had a

459

negative mindset towards the Union.™ The reason behind being Eurosceptic for the

Union’s citizens lies in Union’s undemocratic and heavily bureaucratic image;

however, the majority of the Union’s citizens keep being positive towards the

Union’s future.*®°

In the literature, there are two terms to indicate the different approaches to
Euroscepticism: Soft Euroscepticism and hard Euroscepticism. According to Kaniok

and Kominkiva, these two types of Euroscepticism refer to two particular

461

perspectives regarding European integration.”~ Thus, they are not distinctive from

each other in terms of the extent of Euroscepticism.462

4.1.1. Soft Euroscepticism

According to Paul Taggart and Aleks Szczerbiak’s article, soft Euroscepticism results

from the distrust towards some of the European Union policies regarding national

interest and sovereignty.463

The complaints towards the integration process and
policies do not result in fragmentations or strong ideal separations in terms of the
relationship between the country and the Union, but they remain as concerns in the

level of soft Euroscepticism.*®*

Rather than opposing the systematic features and
ideologies which the Union has accepted for itself, such as supranationalism or neo-

liberalism, the soft Eurosceptics oppose the secondary actions of the Union, such as

*° Olan McEvoy, “Share of respondents indicating they have a positive, negative, or neutral feelings
towards the European Union in 2022, by EU member state”, Statista, 31 January 2023,
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1359668/euroscepticism-public-opinion-eu-image/, accessed on 1
September 2023
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Cambridge University Press 30, no.1, 6 July 2020
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Candidate States”, Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, no.51, June 2002, p.7
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policies or regulations.*®® A soft Eurosceptic perspective may be reformed according

to the changes and regulations that take place in existing policies of the Union.*®°

Soft Euroscepticism can be seen as the first step to indicate the reasons of skepticism
towards European integration, and working on soft Euroscepticism helps to define
the different phases from soft Euroscepticism to hard Euroscepticism.467 Moreover,
the Union’s member states tend to be soft Eurosceptic rather than being hard
Eurosceptic and soft Euroscepticism is much more frequent among the political
parties compared to hard Euroscepticism.*®®

According to the article of Susannah Verney, Kyriaki Nanou, and Ben Clements, soft
Euroscepticism is a base which gathers from all kinds of views regarding
perspectives on life and philosophies.*® This means that soft Euroscepticism is much
more of an embracing platform than hard Euroscepticism, thus, it shows a wider
variety of views towards the integration process and the Union’s policies compared

to hard Euroscepticism.470

4.1.2. Hard Euroscepticism

Unlike soft Euroscepticism, hard Euroscepticism refers to a much more organized
and fully contrasting view towards European integration. Thus, hard Eurosceptics are

not only opposed to the policies of the Union, but they are also opposed to being a

471

member of the Union.”"~ Enmity towards the Union regarding its core elements, such

5 1bid, 4.
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as being opposed to its neoliberal perspective and supranational structure are parts of
the hard Euroscepticism t0o.*’? As it was mentioned in the Soft Euroscepticism title,
because hard Euroscepticism is much unlikely to be found in the political parties
compared to soft Euroscepticism, hard Euroscepticism can be seen in the extreme
political discourses and actions.*”

According to the research of Kaniok and Kominkova, public appearance is not a
preferred way for hard Eurosceptics to express their ideas, and this characteristic puts

them in the category of absentee, created by Nathalie Brack.*"

Absentee category
refers to a narrow involvement within the parliament and low level of focus on the

. 47
voters and national scope. >

According to research made in 2020, Eurosceptic parties has doubled their vote share
within two decades and this doubling was a result of rising radicalism and populism
within the Union’s member states; surprisingly, support for the Union maintains its

1'476

high volume as wel Matthijs Rooduijn, a political scientist, argues that people

got more skeptical towards its existence especially after certain events: Migration

477

crisis, eurozone crisis, and Brexit."'' Thus, it is not surprising that Euroscepticism

will maintain its primary place within the political agenda.
4.1.3. Brexit as an Outcome of Hard Euroscepticism

By being the most apparent and strong outcome of both party and public-based hard

Euroscepticism, Brexit has radically changed the relationship between the European

412 1hid, 8.
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Union and the United Kingdom.478

While Brexit meant the necessity of future
reforms for some, some others thought that the Union must get stronger to prevent
such similar incidents.*”® As it was mentioned in the Hard Euroscepticism part,
Brexit began from a soft Eurosceptic perspective because of the complaints about
some certain policies of the Union, and then, it has turned to a more solid wish, in
other words to a hard Eurosceptic perspective, with the process management of a
hard Eurosceptic party - Conservative Party - and with the aim of being separated
from the Union.*®

Taggart and Szczerbiak used the term ‘exit-sceptic’, which is the highest level of
hard Euroscepticism, to define the member states or their citizens that wish to leave
the European Union cornpletely.481 Moreover, Kopecky and Mudde used the term
‘Eurorejects’ to define the same attitude of people who are against the Union’s

f_482

integration and the Union itsel On the other hand, de Vries drew the attention to

another characteristic of exit-sceptics and defined them as people who consider
nation states as the only functional political organization.*®® She also identified the

profile of an exit-sceptic specifically: elder man having a lower education level and

484

living in a country which has a low unemployment rate.™" This definition suits well

with people who live in the UK and presents the profile of people who have a hard

Eurosceptic perspective and support Brexit.*®
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Euroscepticism across Europe”, LSE, 5 August 2016,
https://blogs.1se.ac.uk/europpblog/2016/08/05/hard-choices-and-few-soft-options-the-implications-of-
brexit-for-euroscepticism-across-europe/, accessed on 1 September 2023

" Ibid.

#0 Neriman Hocaoglu Bahadir, “Brexit and the Possibility of ‘Domino Effect’, Firat Universitesi
[iBF Uluslararas1 iktisadi ve Idari Bilimler Dergisi, 24 November 2021, p.4

8! paul Taggart and Aleks Szczerbiak, “The Party Politics of Euroscepticism in EU Member and
Candidate States”, Sussex European Institute, University of Sussex, no.51, June 2002, p.7

82 petr Kopecky and Cas Mudde, “The Two Sides of Euroscepticism: Party Positions on European
Integration in East Central Europe”, European Union Politics 3, no.3, September 2002, pp.302

8 Catherine E. De Vries, “Euroscepticism and the Future of European Integration”, Oxford
Academic, 18 January 2018

84 Ibid.

485 Ibid.

89



According to Rowena Mason’s article, Brexit is not a result of only the successful
campaign process of the pro-leave side, but mostly the result of the Euroscepticism
rooted strongly in the past of the UK’s public.486 Mason also argued that since 1973,
which is the year the UK joined the common market, the anti-European campaigners
have been already trying to withdraw the UK’s membership to the EU-related
institutions and formations.*®” Similarly, Paul Rowinski argued that the anti-EU
identity of the UK started to be out when the UK decided to be a friend of Europe but

488

not a part of it after the World War I1.™" Moreover, because the membership to the

Union was first economics- related, and then it turned into a more complex

membership including politics and foreign affairs, Eurosceptics have become much

489

more uncomfortable with the membership of the UK.™ In other words, the fact that

it was an economic integration at first and then it has become a political one too,

made Eurosceptics more disturbed about European integration.**°

Eurosceptics defended that the thing they agreed when joining the EEC was only the
economic merger, not the political association and they accused Brussel’s political
elites for not being accountable and responsible, and they emphasized the fact that

the UK citizens did not choose these policymakers with their democratic right to

491

vote.”~ Moreover, Eurosceptics argued that the Union is highly disconnected with

the people it governs by referring to the five presidents that the Union has whose

name no one in the UK knows.*%?

% Rowena Mason, “How did UK end up voting to leave the European Union?”, The Guardian, 24
June 2016,  https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/jun/24/how-did-uk-end-up-voting-leave-
european-union, accessed on 1 September 2023

7 Ibid.

*®8 paul Rowinski, “Mind the gap: the language of prejudice and the press omissions that led a people
to the precipice”, EU Referendum Analysis 2016: Media, Voters and the Campaign, June 2016, Centre
for the Study of Journalism, Culture & Community Bournemouth University, p.52

8 Rowena Mason, “How did UK end up voting to leave the European Union?”, The Guardian, 24
June 2016,  https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/jun/24/how-did-uk-end-up-voting-leave-
european-union, accessed on 1 September 2023

0 Ibid.

“* Ibid.

492 Ibid.

90



Mason also added that leaving the Union has already been in the agenda of both the
Labor and Conservative Party: According to Andrew Crines, the Conservative Party
has been having internal conflicts regarding the relationship between the Union and

493 When the time of Cameron’s

the UK since Margaret Thatcher left the government.
rule came, Cameron has shown more tolerance than it was needed to the
Eurosceptics to not to harm his authority and when the issue of migration added to
the list of the reasons to leave the Union, it strengthened the hands of the

Eurosceptics in the UK.**

4.1.4. Euroscepticism in Printed Media

In his article, Dominic Wring analyzes the growing process of Euroscepticism in the
UK’s printed media, starting from the era before the UK became a member of the
European Union.*® He argues that when the idea of European integration was
mentioned at the beginning, the possible negative attitude of the working class of the
UK has become a main issue for the Herald newspapers, which turned into the Sun

later.*%®

According to Prof. Wring, the emphasis on Euroscepticism has been rising gradually
since the UK’s joining the EEC in the printed media.*®’ Similarly, Oliver Daddow
argued that the press has been active spreading anti-EU ideas by referring to the
Union as an undemocratic Brussels machine which ruins the UK’s liberty and

institutions.*® In the early membership era, the EEC was mainly criticized based on
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economic issues in the newspapers supporting the left-wing side, such as the

%9 The breaking point of the rising skepticism happened when the Sun

Morning Star.
published its headline Up Yours Delors in 1990, and after this headline, the issues of
European integration and the UK’s membership to the EEC have drawn much more
attention in the printed media.’® The Sun continued publishing Eurosceptic articles
and in 1992, when Britain left the ERM, the Sun implied that the dream of European
integration in the UK was not going to happen. When the Maastricht Treaty was
signed and the EEC became the EU, the number of Eurosceptic articles increased
once again; then, the Daily Mirror became the only newspaper which supported the

pro-European side for a while.>®

Boris Johnson, who was one of the correspondents of the Telegraph in that time, tried
to reduce the trust of the UK’s public towards the Commission by implying that
Brussels excessively interferes with the UK’s business; the newspapers, especially
the Times, signified Europe as the biggest issue for the 1997 general elections of the
UK and The Times suggested to the public that voting for an Eurosceptic leader

would be much better for the UK’s sake.>%?

4.1.5. Public Debates which Affected the Campaign Strategies

According to Charlie Beckett, the mass media created a considerable amount of
debate and arguments during the campaign process for people to think about and
decide which side they will follow.”® Similarly, Oliver Daddow argued that thanks to
the mass media of the UK, especially the newspapers, the public had the chance to

see various parameters of the referendum process and form their perspectives

*® Dominic Wring, “From Super-Market to Orwellian Super-State: the origins and growth of
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through them.*®*

Beckett argues that the role of mass media was limited in a short
time, but it has been effective anyway; and there were two things that preceded the
role of mass media during the Brexit referendum campaign: The public and the
politicians.505 Beckett argued that the real actors who determined the agenda of the
campaign process were the politicians and the public.506 In terms of politicians’

influence, Beckett argues that the politicians were given enough place in the mass

media and had the chance to spread their arguments among the public.”®’

According to Andrew Geddes, the Brexit referendum was mainly about immigration
and the failures of the UK governments’ policies regarding immigration have become
motivation for the public to support the idea of leaving the Union.”® When the
number of the immigrants coming from the other member countries of the Union to
the UK increased, immigration became a critical problem that needs to be solved for

the UK’s public.’®

According to Andrew Glencross, after prime minister Cameron’s unsuccessful
negotiations with the Union regarding the immigration issue, there were two crucial
outcomes.”™° Firstly, it has once again become clear that the immigration issue was a
winning tool for the pro-leave campaign; secondly, even the pro-remain campaign

supporters, such as the former prime minister Theresa May and a member of Labor
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Party Yvette Cooper, accepted in the final days of the campaign process that the
immigration policies of the existing and pro-remain supporter government were not
enough and should be discussed and negotiated again.s11 Also, other parties from the
pro-remain side such as the Scottish National Party did not want to support
Cameron’s negotiation strategy, and this decreased the credibility of the pro-remain

side in the eyes of the UK’s public.”*

4.1.6. Comparison of 1975 and 2016 Referendums of the UK

According to the article of Jay Blumler, there are three crucial similarities between
the 1975 EEC referendum and the 2016 Brexit referendum of the UK: Firstly, the
rate of the number of people voting in both referendums was high; secondly, there
were umbrella organizations regarding the separation of the pro-remain and pro-
leave sides in both referendums; thirdly, the main issues which dominated the

. . . . . 513
campaign era discussions were economy and sovereignty in both referendums.

On the other hand, Blumler argues that there are four crucial differences between the
1975 and the 2016 referendums in the same article: Firstly, the campaign has found a
smaller place in the television discussion programs in 1975 compared to 2016;
secondly, the extent of trust the UK’s public feel towards the lead politicians of the
1975 was much more compared to the 2016 campaign; thirdly, broadcasters of the
1975 referendum tried much more to convey information to the UK’s public than the
2016 ones; fourthly, the 1975 campaigners attached much more importance to be

. .. 14
seen in the television news.’

According to Wring’s article, there was one more difference between the 1975 and

2016 referendums: While most of the newspapers in the first one supported
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remaining in the EEC, except the Morning Star; a considerable part of the

newspapers has supported leaving the Union in the later one.’™

Thus, the unity
among the printed media towards the relationship between the Union and the UK has
evolved and broken down through the years and converted into a much more divided

sphere.516

In their article, Stephen Cushion and Justin Lewis criticize the fact that independent
campaigners from both sides, who are not from a specific party or institution, have
appeared on televisions very few times; thus, the count of analysis made by the
independent actors have also been very few as well.>!” Journalists did not intervene
in the arguments of the campaign supporters and they let them share their ideas
without checking if the statistics they present were true or not; this resulted in
knowledge sharing from both sides of the campaign like a free-argument platform

which was provided by the broadcasters.>*®

4.2. Pro-Leave Campaign Supporters’ Common Arguments

According to the ones who wanted to leave the European Union, there have been
three crucial points that summarize their perspective: Immigration, economy, and
sovereignty. Firstly, the pro-leave supporters argued that the intense immigration to
the United Kingdom was a consequence of being a member of the Union and was
leading the country to be more insecure and unfair. Immigration has been the most
mentioned political topic through the campaign process in the media, especially

within the last month.”'® Especially three tabloids — The Daily Express, The Daily
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Mail, The Sun — have spread the negative narratives regarding immigration.>*

Immigration issue has been mentioned in 4383 articles during the campaign
process.521 Sir Lynton Crosby, a political strategist, announced in the Daily Telegraph
that 41 percent of the Brexit referendum voters would vote Leave after the pro-leave

d.522

campaign officially starte Moreover, 52 percent of them was also arguing that if

the UK leaves the Union, it would make the immigration system of the country

523

better.”” Thus, Crosby proposed that immigration should be made a much more

wider issue for the discourses of the pro-leave campaign to convince the other 11

percent of the voters.>?*

In terms of insecurity and unfairness, the justice secretary Michael Gove argued that
if the UK leaves the Union, then it would mean making the country’s borders safer
and more controlled.’® He also warned that if the European integration continues
and the UK is still a part of it, there would be 88 million immigrants coming to the
UK from the prospective member countries of the Union, especially from the poor
ones.>?® Albania, which shares its borders with Montenegro, was seen as the most

possible new member of the Union in that time.**’ Security concerns have also been

rooted in this possible membership because Montenegro is known for money-
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laundering and narcotics trafficking; moreover, another prospective member Turkey

brings the risk of becoming a neighbor of different Islamic states.>*®

Secondly, according to most of the pro-leave supporters, the economy has been

another pillar of their perspective which was mostly related to immigra‘[ion.‘r’29

Economy issue has been mentioned in 7028 articles during the campaign process.530
According to them, people coming from different countries of the Union were
jeopardizing public services of the UK, thus, the economy.”" They also threaten the
citizens of the UK in terms of housing, employment, and wages, at the end, their
fundamental life standards.®* In addition to immigration, poverty was another main
economic reason for the UK’s public, especially for the ones who have less than 20
thousand euros a year as income and have less education level and job qualities.>*®
According to a research of Joseph Rowntree Foundation, there was a direct
proportion between people’s dependency on the Union regarding economy and their

534 - .
Moreover, the financial crash of 2008 and euro-zone crisis of

wish to vote leave.
2009 have also been effective on people’s wish to leave the Union, as they affected
the economy of the UK worse than the other member states’.”®® Because the UK
contributed more than it took from the Union, it also created a feeling of unfairness

in the eyes of the UK’s public regarding economy.>*®
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Thirdly, sovereignty has been a secondary issue after economy and immigration for
the pro-leave supporters and it has been seen same as taking back control.>*’
Sovereignty issue has been mentioned in 1924 articles during the campaign
process.538 The argument that being a member of the Union jeopardizes the UK’s
sovereignty was mostly used by the intellectuals of the right-wing, such as Boris
Johnson and Michael Gove.”® This argument mostly emerged from the fact that the
latest treaties of the Union have given most of the power which belong to the
individual member states to the Union itself.>** Because the UK expected a balance
of power while being a member of the Union, the structure of supranational
organizations did not match up with the UK’s sensibility of sovereignty.‘r’41 Moreover,
pro-leave supporters argued that European Commission was not accountable to any
of the member states’ public; that once the body of the European Commission is
chosen, people do not have a right to ask for transparency regarding the decisions

that the Union takes.>*?

4.3. Supporters of the Pro-Leave Campaign
4.3.1. Political Campaign Groups of the Pro-Leave Campaign
4.3.1.1. Vote Leave

The official and main group supporting the leave campaign during the Brexit

process, Vote Leave, was launched in October 2015 and became official in April
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*® Ibid.

5% Timothy B. Lee, “Brexit: the 7 most important arguments for Britain to leave the EU”, Vox, 25
June 2016, https://www.vox.com/2016/6/22/11992106/brexit-arguments, accessed on 1 September
2023

> Ibid.

! Miklos Somai and Zsuzsanna Biedermann, “Brexit: Reasons and Challenges”, Acta Oeconomica,
p.149

2 Timothy B. Lee, “Brexit: the 7 most important arguments for Britain to leave the EU”, Vox, 25

June 2016, https://www.vox.com/2016/6/22/11992106/brexit-arguments, accessed on 1 September
2023

98



2016.>* Vote Leave has been supported by six crucial political actors: the Mayor of
London, Boris Johnson, and five Cabinet ministers.** Compared to the other pro-
leave campaigns, Vote Leave has been the most supported one by various political
parties such as Conservative, Labor and the UKIP.>* It firstly emphasized economic

disadvantages of the Union while it emphasized immigration issue in the last months

546

of the campaign process.” In March 2016, the campaign announced fifty

immigrants’ names who committed serious crimes within the UK and came from the

547

other member countries of the Union.”" The group used “Take back control” as its

slogan and described its prior topics as money, economy, borders, security, and

taxes.548

The group had five main reasons to support Brexit: Avoiding to give 350
million euros to the Union every week, controlling the borders without the Union’s
superiority on them, managing the high level of immigration to the UK, being free

about trading with other countries, and to have more freedom when making laws.>*

Regarding the first reason, Vote Leave promised that National Health System would
be the one receiving 350 million euros if the UK leaves the Union, and this pledge
has been the most emphasized one by Vote Leave campaign while convincing the

550 . ] . 551
voters™ ", which was a false information.
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After being the official campaign, Vote Leave was free to spend 7 million euros until
the referendum day, and 6 hundred thousand euros were spent for only
advertisement, mailshots, and administration spendings.552 Electoral Commission
stated that Vote Leave was giving the best form of campaigning so that it achieved to
be the official one, and the other campaigns had the chance of spending 7 hundred
thousand euros in total.”®® Claire Bassett, who was the chief executive of the
Electoral Commission, stated that Vote Leave had the required structures to deliver

. . . . 554
other campaigns’ perspectives in theirs, too.

There have been three Eurosceptic groups which supported Vote Leave:
Conservatives for Britain, The Labor Leave, and Business for Britain.
Conservatives for Britain included 50 members of the parliament who will vote leave
if Cameron would not secure a fundamental reform which gives more freedom to the
UK regarding its relationship with the Union.”® The Labor Leave campaign stated
their wish to leave the Union by implying that the Union influences the UK’s growth,
investments, and jobs negatively.”> Moreover, Labor Leave argued that David

Cameron did not have the authority and prestige to procure the reforms that the UK

needs.”® Business for Britain gained supporters over one thousand businesspeople in
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18 months and wanted to make radical changes regarding the relationship between

the UK and the Union.>®

4.3.1.2. Grassroots Out

Grassroots Out was launched in January 2016 and aimed to gather other leave
campaigns to act together in local areas, and its biggest supporter has been the head
of UKIP, Nigel Farage.560 Philip Hollobone, who was a member of the parliament
and a supporter of Grassroots Out, showed this aim of gathering campaigns by
walking in the suburban areas and market towns, talking to people and trying to

. .. . . 561
convince them to join their formation.

In February 2016, Grassroots Out had a so-
called battle with the other pro-leave campaign, Vote Leave, regarding being the
official campaign of the pro-leave side.”®® The group applied for being the official

campaign in April >®®

After Leave.EU joined Grassroots Out group and they formed GO Movement
together, the two groups determined to have 500 street stalls in February 2016, and
their local organizers handed out various items — including pens, back scratchers,

sanitizers — which were GO-branded.>®*
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In March 2016, the group rented a lorry with a sentence written on it, “Say goodbye
to Brussels”, and presented it in front of the FElectoral Commission’s head
building.565 In April 2016, a group of businesspeople named Midlands Industrial
Council decided to donate 5 million euros to Grassroots Out after the government
spent 9.3 million euros for the pro-remain campaign’s leaflets.”® Grassroots Out
hired 12 people who would execute the mobile regional campaigns with over 40
volunteers dedicated to fundraising and street stalls.’®’ Grassroots Out campaign
excluded almost a dozen of its executives two months before the Brexit referendum
because allegedly those supporters of the group wanted to work with Vote Leave
after their designation.568 However, the top management of Grassroots Out did not
want such a collaboration while those supporters wanted to be a part of an official
campaign, Vote Leave.® The GO movement was unsuccessful to become the

official campaign but it continued to support the pro-leave side afterwards.>”

Richard Murphy, who was the head of field campaign of the group, determined the
aim of Grassroots Out as achieving remarkable appearances at public places such as
stations, malls, and stalls with noise and clamor, and having a proper air campaign
with a well-established phone line and website where people reach out easily.571 The

group also aimed to have GO tellers in every polling station on the referendum day
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to convince people.”’” Steve Crowther, who was the UKIP’s chairman and a
supporter of Grassroots Out, stated that the pro-remain side had a miserable
campaign and the UK would maintain its place of the fifth largest economy after

Brexit, t00.%"

4.3.1.3. Leave.EU / TheKnow.eu

Leave.EU campaign, which is also known as TheKnow.eu, was launched with a
p 574

budget of 20 million euros in August 2015 by former supporters of the UKI
Arron Banks, an English businessperson, and a donor of the UKIP, has also been a
co-founder of the campaign group.’” The group argued that even if they share the
same ideas as Nigel Farage, he does not fulfill the necessary qualities to lead the pro-
leave campaign.’’® The group emphasized being a people’s campaign and aiming to

577

gather supporters from the public.””" The UKIP supporters stated that Leave.EU was

a separate campaign group from themselves but worked as a complementary one.”’®
Nigel Farage has also been one of the people supporting this idea, and he stated that

the UKIP and Leave.EU addressed different target groups.””® 175 thousand people
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attended to Leave.EU from August to October 2015, and the supporters of the
campaign argued that this was a proof that their group was nonpolitical and “for
people”. In February 2016, Leave.EU has joined forces with the Grassroots Out

campaign and they constituted an umbrella group, GO Movement, together.580
4.3.1.4. Left Leave Coalition

Left Leave Coalition emerged as a reaction to the domination of right-wing in
politics of the UK and was supported by 7 organizations including the Socialist
Workers Party and the Communist Party of Britain.”® Supporters of the coalition
argued that the Union was separating countries, and their aim of leaving the Union
would avoid this separation and unite people instead.”® Socialist Worker Party stated
that to vote leave would mean weakening the hard right-wing side of the UK
politics.”®® Also it argued that people from the working class mostly supported pro-
leave side, and the more they get poorer, the more they are devoted to it.>® On the
contrary, people who are managers and professionals mostly want to stay in the
Union.”® Socialist Worker Party accused Nigel Farage for being racist in terms of
immigration, and the group tried to campaign away from both pro-leave supporters

who are not in favor of immigration to the UK and the pro-remain supporters.586
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The group advocated freedom of movement and wanted to avoid all kinds of
immigration controls.”®’ Communist Party of Britain’s head of communications,
Nick Wright, stated their aim as having a government that helps people in terms of
health, housing, employment and other living standards without having restrictions

from a supranational organization like the Union.®®

4.3.2. Campaigns and Campaigners from the UK’s Public
4.3.2.1. BelLeave

BeLeave was founded by a fashion student, Darren Grimes, and formed a social
media campaign supporting the pro-leave campaign.’® BeLeave mainly focused on
young people of the UK and aimed to make their voice heard during the campaign
process.”® Vote Leave donated 675 thousand pounds to BeLeave; however, the

campaign could not achieve to have more than 5 thousand followers on Twitter.”®*
4.3.2.2. Ex-Military Officers

Ex-military officers, who also included Now Veterans for Britain campaign group,

mainly argued that NATO should be the main actor in Europe’s defense, not the
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Union.™“ These officers, consisting of former generals, commanders, and deputy
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chiefs; argued that the UK’s interest can be served best when it is outside the
Union.”® One of the veterans from the Falklands war stated that people who were
not chosen by the UK’s public dominates the UK because it is a member of the
Union.”* He also emphasized taking back control and being able to choose the ones

who make laws that the UK follows.>®

4.3.2.3. Fishing Industry

The Common Fisheries Policy, which was agreed by the UK and the Union, has been
labeled as the most unsuccessful policy of the Union, even by the European Court of
Auditors.>® One of the north-east universities in the UK, The Aberdeen University,

argued that according to their research, approximately 92 percent workers of the

fishing industry of the UK would vote for leave in the referendum.>®’

The reason behind this majority for voting leave was that most of the fishermen think

that they would catch and land fishes more than they do now if the UK leaves the
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Union, because of the Common Fisheries Policy.”™" Most of them added that leaving

the Union would not affect the trade relations between the UK and the member

countries of the Union.>®°
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4.3.3. Campaigner Businesspeople
4.3.3.1. Peter Hargreaves

By donating 3.2 million euros to the pro-leave campaign, Peter Hargreaves has been

%% He also financially covered

the biggest donor of the Brexit supporters individually.
the expenses of 15 million letters’ delivery to the households of the UK to convince
people for voting leave.®® Hargreaves argued that leaving the Union would be an
inspiration and the insecurities that leaving may bring would be an opportunity for

the UK’s economy.602

4.3.3.2. Arron Banks

Arron Banks, who has been the financial supporter of the Grassroots Out campaign,
is a millionaire businessperson and spent 3.5 million euros to support the pro-leave
campaign.’® Despite the fact that he had supported the Conservative Party, he has
donated 1 million euros for the UKIP after he was alienated from the Conservative
Party because of his infelicity towards David Cameron.’® He has also been a co-

founder of the Leave.EU campaign.®®
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4.3.3.3. Businesspeople Supporting Vote Leave

250 businesspeople who consist of lots of entrepreneurs and the ex-boss of HSBC,
announced their support for Brexit - especially Vote Leave - by implying that being a
member of the Union brings harm to the UK’s economy.606 They also added that
being a member of the Union makes employment processes harder and it is

especially harmful for smaller businesses.®”’
4.3.4. Campaign Groups from Academia
4.3.4.1. Historians for Britain

A group of historians from the UK’s academia gathered to indicate that there are
intellectual justifications for some of the Eurosceptic political stances regarding the
upcoming Brexit referendum.®®® They propounded taking back power from the
Union to the UK as their priority, and they emphasized how the UK should be

isolated and how nationalism is important for the country. 009

4.3.5. Politicians

4.3.5.1. Boris Johnson

Boris Johnson, who has been a well-known Eurosceptic especially after being a
columnist for the Telegraph in 1989, has been the lead actor of the pro-leave

campaign and formation process of Brexit idea. According to an author of the New

York Times, Johnson was not known for his reporting skills but for being extremely
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Eurosceptic in his writings.®'® During the Brexit process, Johnson has been the one
who provided star appeal and achievement of surpassing the divisions within his

®11 He has been the warrior in the battlefield of the pro-leave campaign; he

party.
traveled the country on Vote Leave’s bus and convinced people.612 The UK’s public
has been influenced by Johnson strongly, and made its decision regarding

referendum mostly under this influence to leave the Union.®*®

Boris Johnson stated that he would support the pro-leave campaign to lessen the

impact of a supranational formation on the UK.%

He named being a part of the
Union as a democracy erosion.®’® Johnson emphasized mostly on immigration issue,
like Vote Leave campaign, and argued that as long as the UK is a member of the

. . . . . . . 616
Union, immigration will continue unrestrainedly.

While emphasizing this threat to
the UK, he pointed out to possible Turkish membership and argued that this
membership would be insecure for the UK’s borders, t00.%"” He also suggested that it
would be better for the UK to leave the Union and negotiate for a trade diplomacy

like Canada had with the Union.%!8
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4.3.5.2. Nigel Farage

As the leader of UKIP and the supporter of the most well-known pro-Brexit
campaign groups, Nigel Farage has been the second most effective actor of the
Brexit campaign process in the UK. He acted independently from the Conservative
Party and its campaign but achieved to convince lots of people to vote for leave.®
He has been seen as influential as Boris Johnson regarding the positive image he
created in the eyes of the UK’s public, especially people who sympathized with the

idea of Brexit.??°

Farage suggested the pro-leave supporters emphasize immigration and accused Vote

621 I

Leave of not giving the necessary attention to the issue while campaigning.”" In

June 2016, he stated that women of the UK were not safe because of the immigrants’

622

sexual harassments, and they should consider this while voting.”” He also

emphasized sovereignty, implying that staying in the Union means being controlled

regarding laws and putting the UK in danger regarding eurozone crisis.®?

Farage named the Brexit referendum as the UKIP’s referendum, implying that

624

without its support, there would be no Brexit.””" When the results of the referendum
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were clear, he likened the referendum campaign process as a fight against bankers
and asserted that the victory of the pro-leave side belonged to decent people of the
UK 5%

4.3.5.3. Michael Gove

The then Secretary of State for Justice, Michael Gove, has been as effective as Boris
Johnson during the Brexit process by providing intellectual mindset and strategic
intellect for the pro-leave campaign.®”® Gove attended television specials regarding
the referendum on Sky News and the BBC.%* He aimed to position the pro-leave
politicians among the public by implying that they should not rely on the pro-leave

628

campaign, but on themselves.””" He also criticized the pro-remain campaign because

of their dependency on opinions of the experts.®?°

In his letter mentioning the reasons of supporting the pro-leave campaign, Gove

stated that if the UK leaves, it would be a much more free and fair coun‘ary.630

He put
sovereignty in the first place, and argued that the one who decides for laws, decisions
and taxes should come from the public’s authority, not the Union’s.%! Also, he
supported the idea of the UK being in a free trade area with other non-member states

of the Union after leaving it.?®*
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4.3.5.4. Daniel Hannan

Daniel Hannan, who was a member of both Conservative Party and European
Parliament, is seen as the scenarist of the Brexit process and one of the biggest

633
Hannan has been

supporters of British independence in the history of the UK.
published Eurosceptic writings of his for twenty years, and in March 2016, he finally
published his book: “Why Vote Leave”.®® In his book, he mentioned the failures of
the Union, and aimed to show the voters that the Union is an organization with
insufficient transparency regarding democracy, and the UK has a restricted role in
this organization.635 Also, he argued that the pro-leave supporters’ primary concern

has been sovereignty, not immigration.®*®

4.3.6. The Newspapers Supporting the Pro-Leave Campaign

Newspapers that supported the pro-leave campaign had a much greater influence
than those of the pro-remain, and they played a leading role in the Eurosceptic
relationship between the Union and the United Kingdorn.637 Simpson and Startin
argue that three tabloids of the UK — The Daily Mail, The Sun, The Daily Express —
implemented a bombardment approach regarding publishing articles that support the
pro-leave side in the last month of the campaign process, and they added that thirty
percent of the voters decided which side to vote for in the last week of the campaign
process; thus, this bombardment has clearly been effective for the voters to be a side

of the pro-leave campaign.638 Simpson and Startin state that readers of the British
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Tabloid Press have been exposed to negative narratives of especially immigration -
the key pillar of this bombardment approach - regarding the campaign process, and

these newspapers strengthened the idea of taking back the control from the Union.%*®

4.3.6.1. The Daily Mail

The Daily Mail, a known pro-Brexit newspaper, has been in favor of the anti-

European Union side even before the Brexit process of the UK.**

According to the
research of YouGov, more than 70 percent of the Daily Mail’s readers have been
supporting the idea of leaving the Union even before the newspaper announced its

official support for the pro-leave side.®*

The Daily Mail conducted editorial campaigns aiming to spread its anti-European
perspective among the public for years.®*? Moreover, the paper has also been known
for being too conservative and traditional.®*® Despite the fact that the paper supported
staying in the European Commission in 1975 referendum, after its editor changed in
1992, its attitude towards the European integration changed in the opposite

. . 644
direction.

Thus, the paper’s support for the pro-leave campaign emerged long ago
and could be found in its identity.®*® There are four examples that can be showed to
this fact: Firstly, in the 1997 general elections of the UK, the Daily Mail showed its

opposition towards the possibility of more European integration within the UK.%*
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Secondly, the paper resembled the integration process as Battle for Britain and
criticized the political elites with being two-faced.®®’ Thirdly, the Daily Mail called
the proposed draft regarding the constitution of the Union “blueprint for tyranny” in
2003.%48 Fourthly, the paper accused Germany for trying to make Europe the “Fourth

Reich” 649

In April 2016, the Daily Mail published a headline drawing attention to the
immigration issue and argued that police of the UK were hiding a rapist immigrant’s
identity because the country is a member of the Union.**° In May 2016, the paper
emphasized the fact that the number of immigrants coming from the other member
countries of the Union reached its peak, and jobless immigrant number became
77.000.°* Same month, the Daily Mail warned about the high number of immigrants
coming to the UK because this kind of immigration was not continuable and
tolerable.®®” As a proof for these risks of high level of immigration, the paper told the
story of an Albanian killer, Saliman Barci, who came to the UK regardless of his
crimes.®? In June 2016, the paper published a headline arguing that people full of a
lorry from Europe have come into the UK.*** This was a clear misdirection made

deliberately by the Daily Mail because a video taken of immigrants showed that
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those people were coming from Kuwait and Iraq.®>

However, the paper used a photo
from the same video on its front page and wrote that ‘We’re from Europe’.®® Same
month, the Daily Mail published an online article arguing it will require every six
minutes for the UK to build a new house to catch up with the number of immigrants
coming from the other member countries of the Union if Brexit will not happen.657
Moreover, the paper argued that it is more possible for these immigrants in the UK to

find a job than the citizens of the UK.%®

In another article published in June, the
Daily Mail criticized the pro-remain campaign because of their insufficient answers
to the question of how the UK would handle this high amount of immigrants in the

country, referring to housing, economy, and sovereign‘[y.659
4.3.6.2. The Sun

Besides the Daily Mail, the Sun is also one of the newspapers which has been anti-
European long before the Brexit process.’®® It has been a crucial actor with its
support for the pro-leave side in the campaign process.’®! According to the research
of YouGov, more than 70 percent of the Sun’s readers have been supporting the idea
of leaving the Union even before the Sun announced its official support for the pro-

leave side.%?
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The Sun’s front page, which was published in November 1990, saying Up Yours
Delors can be shown as a proof to this rooted opposition towards the European
Union.?®® Between 1990 and 2000, the editorial approach of the paper to the Union
has been negative and 92 percent of editorial contents have been negative about
European integration between 1996 and 2016.%%* In 2001, the Sun supported William
Hague’s arguments regarding his anti-euro perspective which he named Save the

665
Pound.

In April 2016, the Sun mentioned Nigel Farage’s arguments on Brexit in its headline
and stated that jihadis’ coming into the UK can only be stopped with Brexit.?®® In
May 2016, the Sun mentioned an immigrant coming from another member country
of the Union to the UK by implying that the immigrants have more advantageous
living standards than the citizens of the country.®®’ Also, the paper stated that in the
last five years, there have been 1.6 million immigrants who came to the UK from the
other member countries of the Union and they were given 886 million euros for a

668

year by the government.”™ The Sun stated that the schools of the UK were paying

3.2 million euros for the education of the immigrants’ children for a year.?®® Also, the
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paper stated that the UK pays 3 million euros every day for the immigration

. . . . 670
expenses, including public service and benefits.

In May 2016, the Sun mentioned
in one of its articles that the leaders of the pro-remain campaign underrate the
citizens of the UK in terms of their worries about immigration issue.’”* Moreover,
the paper emphasized extreme spending of National Health Service, 2.45 billion,
which caused by the immigrants who visit Accident and Emergency, who calls out
ambulances and who were listed in operations.®’* According to the Sun, unrestrained

immigration was a social disaster caused by the government of the UK.®"

In June 2016, the Sun argued in one if its headlines that there were 300 immigrants
attempting to cross from France to the UK by attacking the Calais port.?”* Same
month, the Sun published a news in its headline regarding a gang which provide fake

passports for the immigrants who want to come to the UK.®"

According to the news,
thousands of illegal transitions were made because of this criminal network.’’® The

Sun’s first 10 pages were dedicated to pro-leave side’s arguments two days before the
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referendum.®’” The paper named the outcome of the referendum as the Independence

Day of the UK.%"
4.3.6.3. The Daily Express

According to the findings of an article, The Daily Express has been the newspaper
which published the most articles supporting the pro-leave campaign in the first three
months of the campaign process.®”® According to the research of YouGov, more than
70 percent of the Daily Express’ readers have been supporting the idea of leaving the
Union even before the newspaper announced its official support for the pro-leave

side.®®

In the 2015 general elections of the UK, the Daily Express adopted an opposite
perspective towards the Single Market and showed its support for UKIP.®®" The fact
that the paper published the most articles supporting the pro-leave campaign in the
first three months of the campaign process did not change for the rest of the
campaign process too, and it became the paper which has given the most place to the

. . . g 2
pro-leave articles in the Brexit campaign era.®®

Long before the Brexit campaign process, the Daily Express has been publishing

mastheads which were anti-EU. In 1992, one of its mastheads was Major’s Gamble
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on Euro Treaty, which criticized the decision of John Major to accept the Maastricht
Treaty.”® In 2007, one of the Daily Express’ mastheads was Mr. Bean Signs Away
Our Freedom, which criticized the signing of the European Treaty which led the
Union to take more control over the national courts of the member states.®® In 2010,

the Daily Express became the first newspaper starting a leave-campaign named Get

685

Britain Out.”™ In 2013, the paper announced that Nigel Farage would be publishing

articles in a column weekly from then on.®®

687

In 2014, the political editor of the Daily
Express became a member of the UKIP.

the mastheads, Why I’'m Giving €1.3M to UKIP, that its owner, Richard Desmond,

In 2015, the paper announced in one of

has donated a considerable amount of money to support the UKIP.%® In 2016, the
paper published a masthead, Cameron’s EU Deal Disaster, in order to criticize
Cameron’s failure of negotiating with the Union for the sake of the UK.?®® Same year
in May, the Daily Express addressed immigration in one of its articles by implying
that immigrants in the UK were responsible for half of the murder and rape
crimes.®®® Same month, the paper drew the attention to an illegal immigrant, Saliman
Barci, living in the UK as a result of being a member of the Union, who is also a
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robber and murderer.” " In another article, the Daily Express argued that there have
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been two million houses special for the new immigrants coming from the other

member countries of the Union.?%?

It also stated that children of the immigrants were
causing pressure on the children of the UK’s citizens in schools, and the capacity of
these schools started not to fulfill the necessary capacity in the UK.**® Also in May
2016, the Daily Express argued that because of the decreasing control over its
borders, the UK’s government could not provide a safe life for its citizens which is

694

eliminated from criminals such as murderers and rapists.” Thus, the paper argued

that Brexit would mean taking the national identity of the UK back.®®®

Same year in June, the Daily Express argued in one of its articles that gangsters were
aiding the unauthorized entry of migrants into Britain, and it costs only 100 euros for
the migrants to jeopardize Britain’s security.®*® Same month, the paper claimed that

some security officers of the UK’s ports state that there were immigrants with knives

697

who use the lorries forcefully to get to the UK.™" Moreover, the paper drew the

attention to the cost that was spent for the average and unskilled immigrant families

by the UK government, 6.6 billion euros.®®®

*2 Nick Gutteridge, “MIGRANT HOUSING CRISIS: Britain needs to build TWO MILLION new
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In the campaign process, the Daily Express had a masthead, Vote Leave Today, by
referring to the referendum as the choice of survival or death decision for the
country.699 The paper also included the five issues which caused the UK to result in
Brexit in the campaign process: Maastricht Treaty, Black Wednesday, Lisbon Treaty,
European debt crisis, and Cameron’s failure in negotiation with the Union.” When
the referendum result was determined, the Daily Express celebrated the outcome and
praised itself because it was a victory for the paper to be able to make the public

accept the necessity of Brexit.”%*
4.3.6.4. The Telegraph

The Telegraph, a.k.a. the Daily Telegraph, has been one of the newspapers which
Euroscepticism rooted in for long years, and Boris Johnson was one of the well-
known authors of the paper between 1989 and 1994.7% In April 2016, the Telegraph
featured Priti Patel in one if its headlines, a Cabinet minister of the UK, by referring
to her argument that being worried about immigration in the UK is not a racist action

but a part of free speech.703

Patel also drew the attention to the immigrants who take
places of the UK’s children in schools and warned their parents.”® In May 2016, the
Telegraph stated that there were almost 1 million immigrants who came to the UK

between 2011 and 2015 according to the official numbers.’®® However, the paper
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argued that the real number of these immigrants were 2.4 million.””® Also, the
Telegraph argued that in the next ten years, there will be four million immigrants
who have come to the UK and this will change the identity of the UK forever.””
Because of this high amount of immigration to the country, the paper argues, the UK

will have to rebuild its countryside to have enough housing for the immigrants.708

In June 2016, the Daily Telegraph conducted a vote among its own subscribers and
the results indicated that 69 percent of them would vote for leave in the
referendum.’®® The paper criticized the pro-remain supporters’ argument of that UK
would have danger in its future if it becomes independent from the Union, and the

Telegraph argued that it would be a future full of opportunities for the UK.

4.4. Pro-Leave Campaign’s Advertisements and Social Media Usage
4.4.1. Vote Leave App

Vote Leave App has been crucial for the election history of the UK, because that was
the first time a mobile app was formed for a campaign process.’** With the aim of
gamifying the referendum process, Vote Leave campaign tried to track its

achievement with a mobile app and let Vote Leave supporters connect with the other
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ones.”? As a result, the campaign achieved to spread its arguments among families

and friends, and provide valuable data thanks to Vote Leave App.’*
4.4.2. Vote Leave’s Referendum Broadcast

In the last week of May 2016, the pro-leave campaign broadcasted an advertisement
on the five biggest channels of UK’’s televisions: Like the other anti-EU ads, it begins
with an attention-grabbing scene to the immigration issue and then continues with an
invitation to the website of theirs by pledging the public that they will learn the facts
about the referendum process at this site.”™ At the end of the ad, there are two
alternatives of treatment implemented on an old lady taking care by the National
Health Service of the UK where the UK was still a member in one, and not in the
other: In the first scenario where it is still a member, there is a crowd in the waiting
room and the person who assumed is an immigrant enters to the doctor’s office

before the old lady who is a UK citizen.”™

Also, the nurse who is working in the
same office is too busy with the paperwork in the first scenario; as a result, the ad
tries to show that within the Union, the UK citizens would continue to be in the
second line after the immigrants regarding the social services.”™® According to the
political reporter Brian Wheeler, who is the author of the article, this ad addresses

especially the Labor Party supporters.”’
4.4.3. The Pro-Leave Campaign’s Twitter Usage

According to Clara Llewellyn and Laura Cram, the pro-leave campaign dominated

Twitter during the campaign process even if the supporters were split inside
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regarding their arguments; thus, they achieved to spread their common motivation on
social media and even convince the ones who do not vote normally.”*® Because
Twitter users are mainly highly motivated and younger ones, their interaction within

Twitter reflects the spontaneous and motivated reactions of the pro-leave side.™®

Max Hinska and Stefan Bauchowitz argued that there has been a pro-leave side
dominance on Twitter after they examined 7.5 million tweets by referring to the fact
that pro-leave supporters were more than the pro-remain ones in number and tweeted

d.””® Hinska and Bauchowitz claimed that there was a correlation

more than they di
between this dominance of the pro-leave campaign and the actual results of the
Brexit vote and the success of the pro-leave side may have come from the usage of
short and direct hashtags like take control and Brexit when spreading the

messages.721
4.4.4. Brexit Express

Jeremy Hosking, who is a financier and donor of Vote Leave campaign with 1.7
million euros, contributed to the pro-leave campaign with a poster he personally set

.22 In this outdoor campaign, “Love Europe, not the EU” message was given to

up
the public with a direct direction to the BrexitExpress.com which included Hosking’s

manifesto regarding Brexit.?
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4.4.5. The Pro-Leave Campaign’s YouTube Usage

There have been various videos on YouTube that supported the pro-leave campaign,
aiming to show the Union as a branch of bureaucratic dictatorship of the world

especially by the comment videos of the pro-leave suppor‘ters.724

As a contribution to Vote Leave, a YouTube user Mandy published a Brexit Song
which covered Pink’s Get The Party Started song ten days before the campaign
process, and the video has been viewed 50 thousand times on YouTube.® Thanks to
this video, some of the people from the UK’s public started to find Vote Leave more
appealing and fun, and some of them indicated that they find the arguments of Vote

Leave more reliable on the comment section.

4.4.6. The Pro-Leave Campaign’s Facebook Usage

Natalie-Anne Hall examines Facebook usage of the pro-leave side because it has
been crucial for the success of it, and she argues that most of the pro-leave supporters
have created various unofficial profiles to spread their populist and Islamophobic
arguments on Facebook during the campaign process.726 Satnam Virdee and Brendan
McGeever argue that the pro-leave side showed a divisive language on social media
and strengthened the right-wing of the UK in terms of populism and nativism."*’
Lance Bennett adds that this kind of language resulted in propagation of a

disinformation order via online platforms such as Facebook.’?® Richard Fletcher and

Meera Selva drew the attention to the fact that Facebook is the most favorite channel
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for the UK’s people to catch up with the news, and it is used by 29 percent of pro-

leave supporters which is 3 points more than the pro-remain supporters.’?®
4.5. Reasons Behind Pro-Leave Campaign’s Achievement

According to Andrew Geddes, the Brexit referendum was mainly about immigration
and there is one incident which comes prior to Cameron’s prime ministry era in terms
of increasing Euroscepticism before the announcement of the Brexit referendum: The
announcement of the increased rate of immigration which was made by the Office
for National Statistics one month before the referendum.’*® According to the data,
630.000 immigrants came to the UK in 2015, and 270.000 of these immigrants were
from the other members of the Union, and the current rates of immigration to the UK
were published every six months by the Office for National Statistics.”** Thus, the
public never forget about it, and increasing Euroscepticism has become a winning

tool for the pro-leave campaign.732

Kerry Moore drew attention to Nigel Farage’s famous poster where he points out to
the immigrants and argues that the Union has failed the UK in terms of immigration,
by defining it as a securitization stra‘[egy.733 Moore argued that this securitization has
also caused violence resulting from xenophobia among the UK’s people, such as the
murder of a member of parliament, Jo Cox, by one of the supporters of Britain First
party, which is a radical right-wing party supporting the pro-leave campaign.734 She

also argues that the pro-leave campaign was not just an outcome of xenophobia but
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also the accumulated contrast towards immigration in the UK which has been

adopted by the politicians and outspread by the media through time.”®®

Moreover, Des Freedman drew attention to the divisive strategy of the pro-leave
newspapers during the Brexit referendum calmpatign.736 He argued in his article that
especially the Daily Mail, the Sun, and the Daily Express linked social problems of
the UK with the arrival of immigrants to the country and blamed them.”®" Mike
Berry argued that the press has mostly mentioned immigrants by implying that they
abuse the UK’s welfare state, especially the health system, and commit various

738

offenses.’™ In fact, because of this image that the press has drawn in the minds of the

UK’s public, most people began to think that the problems they faced during the

2008 Financial Crisis are an outcome of the immigrants’ coming to the UK.”®

Barnett argued that the anti-Union newspapers - especially the Sun, the Daily
Express, the Telegraph, and the Daily Mail - achieved to propaganda with
unevidenced arguments and distortions for spreading fear and xenophobia among the
UK’s public.740 For example, Liz Gerard argued that millions of people from

countries like Turkey, Iraq, and Syria want to come into the Union borders,

741

especially into the UK. These kinds of speculations encouraged the public to

accept the pro-leave side’s ambitions to leave the Union.”*
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According to Mike Berry, the pro-leave campaign used the mass media with the
Keep It Simple Stupid strategy to dominate the media with one superficial
message: Take Back Control.” This was a simple strategy because it addressed the
large masses of the public including poor, racist, and nostalgic ones; by showing

the sovereignty is lost when the UK is a member of the EU.™

According to Andrew Mullen, the 2016 referendum should be described as the first
digital referendum because the internet, especially the social media was used by
both campaign sides to spread their message, collect funds, and finger on the pulse

of the society. 745

While shaping the voter profiles, both sides benefited from the
social media by trafficking the posts, comments and likes, and rates of newspaper
readings.”*® Berry argued that the pro-leave group has both invested a lot on social
media and conducted a strategy that achieved to spread its various messages among

the specific groups of the public successfully.’*’

According to Berry, media has been able to build an unalterable perspective
regarding European Union in the minds of the UK’s public in time since the
beginning of the membership, and this perspective has become a means for the pro-
leave side to form its campaign with well-presented justifications to leave the
Union."*® As proof of this argument, Natalic Fenton drew attention to the
complaints of a pro-remain group, In Facts, regarding the false stories published by

the pro-leave side in the national press.749 After the complaints, five of these false
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stories were corrected in the national press and the corrections did not have a place
as much as the stories themselves; as a result, these false stories were not new but
an outcome of long-lasting Euroscepticism of the UK’s mass media.”® Similarly,
Berry argued that as a result of the fact that both the press and the broadcast have
knitted a Eurosceptic perspective on the UK’s public through the years, people
have already been filled with the idea that the UK should not be a part of the Union

751

for its own sake. > Moreover, according to the article of three Oxford researchers,

there has been a clear pro-leave side domination in the UK’s newspapers in the first
three months of the Brexit campaign process: 70 percent of spokespeople who are

quoted in these articles have been from the Conservatives, 13 percent from Labor

752

side, and 8 percent from UKIP.”>* They also added that 41 percent of the

referendum-related articles belong to the pro-leave campaign, while 27 percent

belong to the pro-remain campaign.”>®
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

Even the referendum’s name, Brexit, has been a direction during the campaign
process by referring directly to the exit of Britain from the European Union, and it

positioned the pro-leave campaign at the center.”>*

There are three crucial points
which gave the pro-leave campaign way to successfully complete the Brexit
campaign process: Firstly, the historical relationship between the UK and the EU;
secondly, the failure and insufficiency of the pro-remain campaign while supporting
their own arguments; thirdly, the achievement of the pro-leave campaign while

holding the agenda setting power on its hand throughout the process.

In terms of the historical relationship, the existing tension between the two actors
which emerged from the UK’s long-lasting Euroscepticism — which can be
understood easily from the 1975 referendum which took place just two years after
being a member of the ECSC - and enlarged over time with various incidents such as
Black Wednesday caused the pro-leave side to start the race with a 1-0 lead.
Euroscepticism which first started in mass media in the UK has become concrete
with the foundation of political parties such as UKIP and the Referendum Party. The
increasing number of anti-EU politicians fed the public’s already inclined perspective

towards Euroscepticism and resulted in a Brexit referendum at the end.

In terms of the pro-remain side’s insufficiency, especially the politicians of the
campaign did not give enough attention and effort to defend their arguments and
could not convince the public to protect the status quo. The UK’s public did not see

Brexit as dark or risky as the pro-remain side did because the public was hopeful for
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a future without the Union thanks to the pro-leave side’s successful representation of

their arguments.

In terms of the pro-leave side’s success of holding the agenda setting power on its
hand, the campaign side achieved to have a collective pattern while supporting
campaign groups, politicians, and their arguments. The pro-leave side succeeded in
convincing people to change the status quo with the enthusiasm it created via its
propagandas, politicians’ travels around the whole country, and the repetitiveness it

followed while spreading its simple message — “Take Back Control”.

As the supportive arguments to the main research question of this thesis; the pro-
leave side’s achievement in social media usage, building a relationship based on
empathy with the UK’s society and dominance on the social media, and the pro-
remain side’s failure in its rhetoric can be listed. Compared to the main campaign of
the pro-remain side, Britain Stronger in Europe, Vote Leave submitted less contents;
however, it has been successful enough to spread the messages repeatedly in various
channels like mobile platforms and printed media; thus, with less content, Vote
Leave achieved to gain more place in people’s minds than Britain Stronger in

7
Europe. >

James Martin analyzed the rhetoric of the two campaigns in his article and argues
that while the pro-leave campaign has been tried to change the current situation of
the UK with the Union, the pro-remain campaign struggled to create hesitation
among the public towards this kind of change via its rhetoric.”® Martin argued that
the politicians of the pro-leave side must have showed Brexit as a worthy and
necessary change; thus, they mostly referred to crucial topics such as sovereignty and

immigration.”" There are three successful examples of this rhetoric: Firstly, Michael

™ Alicia Wanless, “Brexit’s Hearts Over Minds: The Tale of Two Campaigns”, LinkedIn, 2 July
2016, https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/brexits-hearts-over-minds-tale-two-campaigns-alicia-wanless/,
accessed on 19 December 2023

™ James Martin, “Rhetoric of excess”, EU Referendum Analysis 2016: Media, Voters and the
Campaign, June 2016, Centre for the Study of Journalism, Culture & Community Bournemouth

University, p.21

7 Ibid.

131



Gove likened the relationship between the UK and the Union to a journey which the
UK is a hostage in the back and the Union is the kidnapper; secondly, Boris Johnson
likened the Union’s aim to integrate and exceed its borders to the geopolitical aims of
Hitler; thirdly, Nigel Farage tried to show that the immigrants who have the
possibility to come into the UK would eventually sexually abuse the UK’s women."®
In addition, in contrast to the pro-leave campaign, the pro-remain one lacked

enthusiasm of changing an existing situation and it could not present an encouraging

vision to the UK’s public.”*

In contrast to the pro-remain campaign’s concerns of informing and proving, the pro-
leave campaign chose to emphasize problems, threats, and its rival; thus, while the
pro-remain side mainly referred to experts and statistics, the pro-leave side used a
much more simplified strategy and aimed to address average people with recurring
messages.’* Similarly, Andrew S. Crines argued that the pro-leave side achieved to
build a character which is close to majority of the UK’s public and thanks to this

character formation, the side achieved to show its campaign credible and right.761

According to John Street, the role of mass media was not only transferring the
information and arguments to the public but also constituting the campaign process

itself during Brexit process.762

The duels between the two campaign sides were
turned into various shows aiming to affect and attract the public, such as the Great

Debate program of BBC."®®
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As a result, the arguments of the pro-leave campaign have been seen more in number
and they created much more enthusiasm among the public compared to the
arguments of the pro-remain campaign via its supporters’ more persuasive and
agitator discourses, its more aggressive approach to the crucial social topics such as
sovereignty and immigration, its overachiever usage of mass media and its case to
make a radical change to “take back control” in an overly conservative society like

the UKs.
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APPENDICES

A. TURKISH SUMMARY / TURKCE OZET

Uzun siire Avrupa siipheciligini kimliginde benimsemis bir iilke olan Birlesik
Krallik, Avrupalilasma fikrine olan mesafesini ve karsithgini1 2016 yilindaki Brexit
referandumunda ayrilma lehinde oy vererek iiyeligini sonlandirma karar1 aldiginda
somutlastirdi. Brexit karar1 yalnizca yillardir siiregelen Avrupa siipheciliginin doruk
noktas1 degildi; ayn1 zamanda Birlesik Krallik’in jeopolitik yoneliminde de 6nemli
bir degisime isaret ederek, daha fazla egemenlik, go¢ politikalari tizerinde kontrol ve
Avrupa projesinin uluslariistii ¢ercevesinden bagimsiz bir ulusal kimlik iddiasi

arzusunun sinyalini de verdi.

Bu tez ii¢ ana boliimden olugmaktadir ve tezin iki aragtirma konusu Birlesik Krallik
ile Avrupa Birligi (AB) arasindaki tarihsel iligkinin gelisimi ve Brexit siirecinde
Birlesik Krallik’ta olusan ayrilma ve kalma yanlis1 kampanyalarin argiimanlaridir. iki
aktor arasindaki bu iliskinin en dikkat ¢ekici unsuru, Birlesik Krallik kamuoyunun
goziinde AB ile kendisi arasinda yillar gegtikce artan mesafe ve Avrupa siipheciligi
olmus ve bu mesafe 6zellikle Birlesik Krallik siyasetcileri ve kitle iletisim araglari
tarafindan beslenmistir. Birligin gittik¢e uzaklasan ve biirokratik bir olusum oldugu
imaj1, Avrupa siipheci goriislerle birlesince, siyasi figiirler ve kitle iletisim araglarinin
kamuoyunu sekillendirmedeki etkili rolii aracilifiyla derinlesmistir. Yillar gegtikce,
siyasi s0ylem ve medya anlatilar1 Birlesik Krallikin AB ile iliskisinin
cergevelenmesinde dnemli bir rol oynamis ve Birlesik Krallik’in kamuoyunda artan

stiphe ve algilanan ulusal egemenlik kayb1 duygularina katkida bulunmustur.

Bu tez ilk boliimiinde iki aktér arasindaki, ¢ogunlukla Avrupa siipheci goriis ve
eylemlerin hakim oldugu tarihsel iligkiyi sunduktan sonra, ikinci ve Tgiincii
boliimlerinde Brexit siirecindeki her iki kampanya grubu i¢in akademik ve gazete

makalelerine iligkin bir literatiir taramasi sunmaktadir. Bu literatiir taramasi, bilimsel
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aragtirmalarin ve medyadaki yayimlarin analizi yoluyla kapsamli bir anlayis sunmay1
amaglamaktadir ve iki kampanya grubunun sdylemlerini sekillendiren dinamikleri,
temel arglimanlar1 ve kamuoyu duygularini agiklifa kavusturmay1 amaglamaktadir.
Boylece bu tez esas olarak gazete ve akademik yayincilik yoluyla konunun
arglimanlarinin ve ayrintilarinin  anlagilmasini  amaglayan nitel arastirmaya
dayanmaktadir. Bu baglamda bu tezin ana kaynaklari, Brexit kampanya siirecini
inceleyen, Ozellikle ana arglimanlara, sdylemlere ve hem ayrilma yanlis1i hem de
kalma yanlis1 taraflarin aktorlerine deginen gazete ve akademik makalelerdir. Bu
nedenle bu tezde akademik makale ve kitaplarin yani sira The Guardian, BBC, The
Telegraph gibi haber kaynaklarinin makalelerinden de yararlanilmistir. Bu tezin diger
ana kaynaklari, Brexit kampanya siirecinin ayrilma ve kalma yanlis1 taraflarini
olusturan en etkili partilere, politikacilara ve kampanya gruplara iliskin parti
manifestolar1 ve siyasi sOylemlerdir. Ayrica bu tez, her iki kampanya tarafinin
arglimanlarint derinlemesine incelemek i¢in ¢evrimigi web sitelerinden ve bloglardan

da yararlanmistir.

Bu tezin temel arastirma sorusu sOyledir: “Kampanya stratejileri acisindan ayrilma
yanlist kampanyanin bagarisinin ardindaki faktorler nelerdir?”. Bu noktaya deginen
iki ikincil arastirma sorusu vardir: Birincisi, “Birlesik Krallik ile Avrupa Birligi
arasindaki iliski zaman icinde nasil gelisti?”. Ikincisi, “Brexit siirecinde ayrilma ve
kalma yanlis1 kampanyalar1 olusturan baslica olaylar, aktorler ve tartigmalar neler?”

Bu tez, Avrupa siipheciliginin uzun yillardan beri Birlesik Krallik kimligine
yerlesmis oldugunu ve bunun sonucunda hem politikacilarin hem de ana akim
medyanin yonlendirmesiyle halkin referandumda Avrupa Birligi'nden ayrilma
yoniinde evet oyu kullandigini ileri siirmektedir. Bu tez, oncelikle Birlesik Krallik ile
Avrupa Birligi arasindaki tarihsel iligkiyi analiz ederek Brexit kampanya siirecine
dair bir anlayis kazanmay1 amacglayan bir yaklasimi benimsemektedir. Dolayisiyla
tezin ilk boliimii, kinci Diinya Savasi sonrasindan itibaren iki aktdr arasindaki
iliskinin analiziyle baslayip, Ingiltere'nin AB’ye katilimiyla devam etmekte ve

Brexit'e kadar iktidarda kalan hiikiimetlerin analiziyle sona ermektedir.

Ikinci Diinya Savasi’nin ardinda biraktig1 yikimim yeniden yasanmasi riskini ortadan

kaldirmak, Avrupa’da huzuru ve barist saglamak ve Avrupa iilkelerinin
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biitiinlesmesini giiclendirmek adina bu tilkelerin aralarindaki dostluk ve dayanismaya
dayal1 iligkiyi 6zel bir uluslariistii kurulusla legalize etmek amaci yolunda kurulan ve
evrilen Avrupa Komiir ve Celik Toplulugu, Avrupa Ekonomik Toplulugu (AET),
Avrupa Atom Enerjisi Toplulugu; ve bu amaglarla imzalanan Roma Antlasmasi’nin
ardindan Birlesik Krallik, 1972°de imzaladigi katilim antlasmasi ve Avrupa
Topluluklar1 Akdi ile Avrupa Ekonomik Toplulugu’na iiye olmustur. Birlesik
Krallik’in AET ye iliye olmas1 Muhafazakar Parti’nin bir basarisi olarak goriiliirken,
Isci Partisi AET’den ¢ekilme yolunda ilk adimlar1 atmaya basladi ve Muhafazakar
Parti iiyelerinin de i¢inde bulundugu Avrupa siiphecileri sayesinde 1974 yilinda
Brexit’in selefi olan referandumun yapilmasina karar verildi. Referandumun Birlesik
Krallik’in AET’ye katilimindan ¢ok kisa bir siire sonrasi yapilmasi ve o yillarda
Birlesik Krallik’in ekonomik ve uluslarlarasi giiclinii korumasi i¢in AET den bagka
seceneginin goriilmemesi halkin ¢ogunlugunun kalma lehinde oy kullanmasinda
etkili oldu. Ancak bu referandum, Birlesik Krallik’ta Avrupa siipheciliginin ne kadar

yerlesmis oldugunu gosteren ilk olay olarak tarihte yerini ald1.

1979 ve 1990 yillar1 arasinda Birlesik Krallik’in bagbakanlik goérevini listlenen
Margaret Thatcher 1975 referandumunda kalma yanlisi kampanyaya destek
vermesine ragmen basbakanligi doneminde AET’nin ekonomik planlarii
olustururken Birlesik Krallik’in ulusal konularina gereginden fazla miidahil
oldugunu savundu ve AET’ye olumsuz bir bakis acisiyla yaklasti; AET nin
uluslariistii bir glic olmasindansa iiyesi olan iilkelerin igbirligini ifade eden bir
kurulus olmasini tercih edecegini sdyledi (Pylas, 2020). Ayrica ekonomik boyutunun
iistiine gecerek politik bir formasyona evrilmeye basglayan AET, Birlesik Krallik

halkinin da halihazirda Avrupa siiphecisi olan tavrini pekistirmis oldu.

Unlii Bruges konusmasinda Thatcher Briiksel’in Ingiltere’nin {izerinde bir siiper
devlet olmasini reddettigini agikca belirtti ve Roma Antlasmasi’ndan ¢ok once de
Birlesik Krallik’in da parcasi oldugu bir Avrupa kiiltiiriiniin bulundugunu sdyledi

(Thatcher, 1988).

1992°de Birlesik Krallik ve AET arasindaki iliskinin gerilmesine sebep olan Kara

Carsamba krizi Birlesik Krallik’in enflasyon oranini parasal birligin saglanmasi
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yolunda konulmus alt ve iist seviyelerin i¢cinde tutamamasi sebebiyle pound’un bu
sistemden c¢ekilmesi sonucu yasandi. Hiikiimetin kriz siliresince gosterdigi kotii
yonetim, pound’un birlikten c¢ekilmesi sebebiyle Birlesik Krallik’in yasadig
asagilanma ve {lilkenin neredeyse 3.14 milyar euro’luk kaybi sebebiyle Kara
Carsamba krizi hem Birlesik Krallik hiikiimetine olan giivenin azalarak Avrupa
siipheciliginin artmasi, hem de AET ile olan iliskinin ciddi sekilde zedelenmesiyle

sonuglandi.

Birlesik Krallik 1992 yilinda Avrupa Birligi’nin kuran Maastricht Antlasmasi’ni
imzaladi. 1993’te tiim Avrupa topluluklar1 Avrupa Birligi adinin ¢atist altinda birlesti.
John Major’in bagbakanlik dénemine damga vuran Maastricht Isyani, Muhafazakar
Parti’nin i¢indeki Avrupa siipheciligi tasiyan iiyelerin kaydadeger bir sayiya sahip
oldugunu ve parti i¢inde bu konuda bir boliinme yasandigin1 gosterdi. Sonug olarak

bu boliinme partinin 1997 segimlerinde biiylik bir yenilgi almasina sebep oldu.

1994-1997 yillar1 arasinda aktif olan ve Avrupa siipheciliginin ilk siyasal drgiitlenme
ayagini olusturan Referandum Partisi, Birlesik Krallik’in AB iiyeligine radikal bir
bicimde kars1 ¢ikmak amaciyla kuruldu. British Election Panel Study’e gore 1992°ye
gore 1997 yilindaki Avrupa siliphecisi sayis1 %66 artt1 ve bu kisiler AB’den ayrilmak
ya da en azindan AB’nin Birlesik Krallik iizerindeki etkisinin azalmasini istediklerini
belirttiler. Referandum Partisi’nin ¢ogunlugunu olusturan tiiyeler Muhafazakar
Parti’nin eski lyeleriydi ve Maastricht Antlasmasi Muhafazakar Parti tarafindan

kabul edilmese Avrupa konusunda daha 1liml1 olabileceklerini ifade ettiler.

1997 segimlerinde Isci Partisi’nin bilyiik basaris1 sonucu Tony Blair basbakan oldu
ve hiikiimeti Birlesik Krallik’1 icinde bulundugu uluslararasi arenadaki izolasyondan
kurtararak AB ile olan iligkileri daha 1limli yapmay1 hedefledi. 1998’de Saint-Malo
Zirvesi’nde Fransa ile imzalanan deklarasyon ile Birlesik Krallik AB’nin ortak bir
giivenlik politikas1 gelistirmesini kabul etti ve bu, iki aktor arasindaki iliskiyi
giiclendirdi. Bu olumlu gelismeye ragmen Birlesik Krallik medyasinin Avrupa
stipheciligi agirlikli bir sekilde devam etti ve Blair hiikiimeti de halkin bu yondeki

fikirlerini degistirmekte basarisiz oldu.

175



Blair hiikiimeti AB’ye olan iliml1 yaklasiminin yan1 sira ayrica Atlantikgilik fikrine
de yakindi ve 11 Eylil saldirilar1 sonrast Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’ni (ABD)
destekleyecegi soziinii verdi. Diger Avrupa iilkeleri de bu s6zli vermesine ragmen
ABD vyalnizca Ingiltere’nin yardimmi ald1 ve bu da Blair’in AB ile ABD arasinda
kurmak istedigi koprii islevini golgede birakarak diger AB iilkelerinin Ingiltere’den

uzaklagmasina sebep oldu.

David Cameron 2005°te Muhafazakar Parti’nin yeni bagkani olurken ayni zamanda
Birlesik Krallik’ta hizla yiikselmekte olan go¢ problemi sadece partiler i¢inde degil,
tilkenin kendi icinde de boliinmeler yaratmaya basladi. Birlesik Krallik’ta artarak
devam eden gog¢men sayisi ililkede yabanci diismanliginin ve Avrupa siipheciliginin

hem medyada hem de halk arasinda yiikselmesine sebep oldu.

2008’de gergeklesen diinya capindaki ekonomik kriz ve Birlesik Krallik’ta sayisi
hizla artan, diger AB iiyesi iilkelerden gelen gd¢menler halkin hem Avrupa

entegrasyonuna hem de AB’ye olan siipheciligini arttirmaya devam etti.

1993’te kurulan ve Referandum Partisi ile birlikte Birlesik Krallik’ta yiikselen
Avrupa siipheciliginin somut siyasal 6rneklerinden olan Birlesik Krallik Bagimsizlik
Partisi (BKBP) 1999°da parlementoda kazandig: ti¢ koltugu arttirarak 2004°te on iki
koltuk kazandi. 2006°’da BKBP’ nin baskani olan Nigel Farage gérevine basladiktan
sonra BKBP 2009 Avrupa Parlementosu se¢imlerinde on {i¢ koltuk kazandi. 2013 ve
2014’te yerel yonetimlerde sirasiyla en az yiiz ve yliz altmis koltuk kazanan BKBP,
iilkede artmakta olan gd¢men sorunuyla paralel olarak biiylimeye devam etti.
Partinin baskan1 Nigel Farage “Bay Brexit” olarak anilmaya basladi ve BKBP Brexit

stirecini en ¢ok etkileyen olusumlardan biri oldu.

David Cameron’in bagbakanlik gérevini yerine getirdigi 2010-2016 yillar1 arasinda
teorik diizeyde goriilen Avrupa siipheciligi pratik anlamda somutlastt ve Birlesik
Krallik halki arasinda tilkelerinin egemenlik ve siyasi giiciiniin AB karsisinda gittikce
azaldigina dair goriise destek artti. Muhafazakar Parti’nin i¢indeki bdliinmeler
sonucu otoritesini kaybetmeye baglayan Cameron iizerinde daha fazla baski
hissetmeye baglad1 ve Avrupa siiphecisi parti iiyelerini memnun etme kaygisiyla

tavizler vermeye bagladi.
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2011 yilinda Lisbon Antlagsmasi’nin revizyonunu reddeden Cameron Birlesik
Krallik’1n revizyonu reddeden tek AB iiyesi iilke olmasina sebep oldu ve AB ile olan
iliskiler yeniden kaygan bir zemine oturdu. Cameron 2013’te Birlesik Krallik’in AB
igerisindeki pozisyonunu ve gelecegini belirleyebilmek i¢in bir referandum yapilmasi
fikrini duyurdu. 2015°te tek basina hiikiimete gelmeleri kosuluyla bu referandumun
gerceklestirilecegi sozilinii verdi ve konusmalarinda da Birlesik Krallik’in egemenlige

ve bagimsizliga verdigi 6nemden bahsetti.

2015 genel sec¢imlerini Muhafazakar Parti’nin kazanmasiyla Cameron, Birlesik
Krallik’in  AB’deki pozisyonuna yonelik reformlar hedefledigini duyurdu.
Referandum tarihini Haziran 2016 olarak duyuran Cameron, referendum sonucu
olumsuz oldugu ve kendisi AB iginde kalmay1 destekledigi i¢in Brexit referandumu

sonrasi istifa ederek yerini Theresa May’e birakti.

Theresa May 2016-2019 yillar1 arasinda siliren basbakanligi boyunca Brexit’in
golgesinde gorev yaptt ve AB’yle ¢esitli baglarin siirmesini ongdren planlar
nedeniyle Muhafazakar Parti icindeki Avrupa siiphecisi iiyelerin kendisine karsi
hareket etmesine sebep oldu. Brexit siirecine yonelik tutarsiz aksiyonlari ve
kaybettigi destek sonucu Muhafazakar Parti’deki sayginligin1 da yitirmeye baslayan
May, 2019°da gorevinden istifa etti.

2019’da Muhafazakar Parti’nin baskanligini {istlenen Boris Johnson basindan beri
Brexit’e olan gii¢lii destegi ve Brexit’in ayrilma lehine ¢ikan karar1 sonucu Birlesik
Krallik siyasetinin en Onemli aktorlerinden biri haline geldi. Johnson’in uzun
ugraslar1 sonucu tavizsiz bir Brexit yerine getirildi ve Birlesik Krallik 1 Ocak 2021

tarthinde AB’den bagimsiz hayatina bagladi.

Ikinci boliimde bu tez, Brexit siirecinin AB'de kalma yanlis1 kampanya tarafinin
arglimanlarin1 siyasi kampanya gruplari, is insanlari, sanatcilar, akademisyenler,
cevreciler, politikacilar ve gazeteler 1s18inda incelemektedir. Ayrica tezde
kampanyanin reklamlarina ve sosyal medya kullanimina da deginilmektedir. Tezin
sonunda, kalma yanlis1 kampanyanin basarisizlifinin  ardindaki nedenler

siralanmaktadir. Kalma yanlis1 kampanya icin bu tezin en ¢ok vurgulanan unsurlari
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ekonomi, gog, kiiresel giivenilirlik ve giivenliktir. AB'de kalma yanlisi taraf, 6ncelikli
hedefi olarak Brexit'i dengesiz ve belirsiz bir gelecege sahip bir degisim olarak
gostererek statiikoyu korumaya yonelik kampanyasimi yiiriitmiistiir. Boylece, kalma
yanlis1 kampanya, AB’nin ekonomik refah, diplomatik isbirligi ve sosyal uyum igin
istikrar saglayici bir giic oldugunu gostermistir. Kampanya, AB’den ¢ekilinirse
bozulabilecek mevcut anlagmalarin, ticari ortakliklarin ve ortak politikalarin 6nemini

vurgulamistir.

Kalma yanlis1 kampanya grubunun ortak argiimanlarinda yer alan ekonomi alt
basligi, diger AB iiyesi ililkelerden Birlesik Krallik’a gelen gd¢menlerin sagladigi
para akisi ve Odedikleri vergilerin miktarinin ekonomiye olan pozitif etkilerini
kapsamaktadir. Bunun yani sira, Birlesik Krallik’in AB iiyesi oldugu siirece dahil

olacagi Avrupa Tek Pazar1 da ekonomik avantajlar igerisindedir.

Kiiresel giivenilirlik alt bashig AB’nin kuruldugu giinden bu yana uluslararasi
alandaki en kritik aktorlerden olmasina ve Birlesik Krallik’in AB’yi terk etmesi
durumunda bu alanda kaybedecegi prestije ve global arenada kaybedecegi sesine ve
sO6z hakkina atifta bulunur. Glivenlik alt bashig1 ise Birlesik Krallik’in AB’yi terk
etmesi durumunda transnasyonel baglamda séz hakki kaybedecegini ve bunun
sonucunda iilke smirlarimin terdér saldirilarina karst daha dayaniksizlasacagini

savunmaktadir.

Bu tezin AB’de kalma yanlis1 kampanyaya yer verdigi bolimde kampanyanin en
onde gelen destekgileri olarak ¢esitli siyasi kampanya gruplari, Birlesik Krallik
halkinin i¢inden ¢ikan kampanya gruplari, is insanlari, sanatgilar, akademi ve bilim

topluluklari, ¢evreciler, politikacilar ve gazeteler dahil edilmigtir.

Bu boliimde yer verilen siyasi kampanya gruplari arasinda Britain Stronger in
Europe, Labor in for Britain, Lib Dems, Best for Britain ve British Indians for IN yer
almaktadir. Kalma yanlisi kampanyanin resmi ve ana grubu olarak Britain Stronger
in Europe, diger gruplarla da paralel olarak Birlesik Krallik’in AB iiyeligi devam
ettigi stirece daha gii¢lii ve giivenli bir iilke olacagini savunmustur (Wintour, 2015).

AB tyeliginin diger avantajlar1 olarak Tek Pazar sayesinde elde edilen giiclii
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ekonomi (Colvile, 2015), istthdam firsatlari, kiiresel giivenilirlik ve sinirlarin
giivenligi sunulmustur (7he people hoping to persuade UK to vote to stay in the EU,
2016).

Birlesik Krallik halkinin i¢inden ¢ikan kampanya gruplari ve bireysel kampanyacilar
arasinda Another Europe is Possible ve Wolfgang Tillmans yer almaktadir. Birlesik
Krallik halkinin finanse ettigi Another Europe is Possible grubu, iilkedeki radikal
solcularin da temsilcisi olarak kalma yanlisi kampanyanin en 6nemli gruplarindan
biri haline gelmistir (Another Europe, 2022). Diger gruplardan daha keskin olarak
isci ve gogmen haklarmi kendi arglimanlarinin merkezi haline getiren grup,
sendikalar ve sivil toplum kuruluslart ile isbirligi yapmistir (Another Europe, 2022).
Grup ayrica Hayirli Cuma Antlasmasi’n1 ve bu antlasmanin Kuzey Irlanda igin olan
Oonemini vurgulayarak Birlesik Krallik icindeki uyum ve dayanismanin AB’den
ayrilinmast durumunda tehdit altinda kalacagini savunmustur (Another Europe,

2020).

Alman bir sanat¢1 olan ve Birlesik Krallik’ta ¢alisan Wolfgang Tillmans, kendi
tasarladig1 posterlerle Brexit’in iilkenin gelecegini tehdit eden bir fikir oldugunu,
Birlesik Krallik’in bir aile olan Avrupa’nin bir ferdi oldugunu ve AB’den ayrilmanin
komsu iilkelerle olan baris1 zedeleyecegini savunmustur (Tillmans, no date). Birlesik
Krallik halkinin da elestirdigi kalma yanlist kampanyanin yetersizligine ve
kampanyanin halki ikna edemeyen genel tavrina dikkati ¢eken Tillmans (Morby,
2016), Brexit’in ayrica Birlesik Krallik’t izolasyona ve sag yanlis1 radikalizmin

yiikseligine itecegini savunmustur (O’Hagan, 2016).

Kalma yanlis1 kampanyay1 destekleyen is insanlar1 ve topluluklar1 arasinda Times’a
gonderilen mektubun imzalayicilar1 (Quinn, 2016), Tom Dixon (Fairs, 2016), Ingiliz
Sanayi Federasyonu (Inman, 2016) ve Ingiltere Bankas1 (Levy, Aslan & Bironzo,
2016) yer almaktadir. Bu is insanlari ve topluluklarimin ortak argumani Brexit’in
Birlesik Krallik ekonomisine zarar verecegi ve istihdami olumsuz yonde etkileyecek

olmasidir (Banks, 2016; Fairs, 2016; Kollewe, 2016; Allen, 2016).

Sanatcilar arasinda Telegraph’in agik mektubunun imzalayicilart (Zilli, 2016),

Amanda Levete (Zilli, 2016), Annamaria Anderloni (Zilli, 2016), Rogers Stirk
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Harbour + Partners (Zilli, 2016) ve Architects’ Journal (Waite & Douglas, 2016) yer
almaktadir. Sanatgilar Brexit’in Birlesik Krallik’in kiiresel giivenilirligini (Zilli,
2016), sanat diinyasmin cesitliligini (Zilli, 2016) ve istthdamini azaltacagini ve
sonucunda iilke ekonomisini kot etkileyecegini (Waite & Douglas, 2016)

savunmustur.

Akademi ve bilim topluluklar1 arasinda Scientists for EU (Scientists for EU, no date),
The Royal Society (Levy, Billur & Bironzo, 2016) ve Historians for Britain
(Abulafia, 2015) yer almaktadir. Bu topluluklar AB {iyeliginin Birlesik Krallik’in
bilimsel siireglerine ve akademi diinyasina katkida bulundugunu (Scientists for EU,
no date; Johnston, 2016) ve yapilacak kiiciik degisikliklerle AB’nin ideal bir

organizasyon olacagini savunmustur (Abulafia, 2015).

Cevreci gruplar politikacilar, yazarlar ve aktivistlerden olusmaktadir ve Birlesik
Krallik’in yaban hayatinin ve ¢evresinin AB’ye iiye kaldiklari siirece daha temiz ve

aktif olacagini savunmuslardir (McSmith, 2016).

Kalma yanlis1 kampanyayr destekleyen kritik politikacilar arasinda David Cameron
(Smith, 2016), George Osborne (The people hoping to persuade UK to vote to stay in
the EU,2016), Sadiq Khan (Levy, Aslan & Bironzo, 2016), Enda Kenny (Wintour,
2016), Nicola Sturgeon (Nicola Sturgeon: EU remain vote 'top priority, 2016), Mark
Carney (Mark Carney: EU exit is 'biggest domestic risk', 2016) ve Barack Obama
(Trevisan, 2016) yer almaktadir. Bu politikacilarin ortak argiimanlar1 arasinda
Brexit’in Birlesik Krallik ekonomisine (George Osborne: Remain campaign 'not
conspiracy, but consensus’', 2016), Kuzey irlanda ile olan barisa (Murphy, 2021), is¢i
ve gocmen haklarina (Nicola Sturgeon: EU remain vote 'top priority', 2016) ve
kiiresel prestijine bir tehdit olacag1 (Barack Obama says Brexit would leave UK at

the 'back of the queue' on trade, 2016) yer almistir.

Kampanyay1 destekleyen gazeteler arasinda Daily Mirror (Levy, Aslan & Bironzo,
2016), Guardian (UK newspapers' positions on Brexit, 2016), Financial Times (Levy,
Aslan & Bironzo, 2016), Mail on Sunday (Staff and agencies, 2016), Times (Levy,
Aslan & Bironzo, 2016) ve Observer (Staft and agencies, 2016) yer almaktadir.
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Kampanyanin diger destekgileriyle paralel olarak bu gazeteler de ekonomi
(Freedland, 2016), kiiresel giivenilirlik (Staff and agencies, 2016) ve giivenlik
acisindan (Staff and agencies, 2016) Birlesik Krallik’in AB’de kalmasi gerektigini

savunmustur.

Tezin bu boliimii kalma yanlis1 kampanyanin reklamlar1 ve sosyal medya kullanimi
ile devam etmektedir. Bu boliimiin kapsamlar1 arasinda #Votln, Britain Stronger in
Europe posterleri ve reklami, grubun Twitter kullanimi, Labor in for Britain posteri,
Lib Dems posteri, grubun Facebook kullanimi, Best for Britain ve People’s Vote
gruplarinin Facebook kullanimlari, Conservatives In posteri, M&C Saatchi posteri,
David Cameron’in 6nde gelen teknoloji sirketi liderleriyle bulusmasi, Hug a Brit ve

#CatsAgainstBrexit yer almaktadir.

Tezin kalma yanlis1 kampanyay1 analiz ettigi boliimiin son alt baslhigi olarak kalma
yanlis1 kampanyanin referandum yenilgisinin nedenleri siralanmaktadir. Bu sebepler
arasinda Avrupa siipheciliginin uzun zamandir Birlesik Krallik kimliginde, halkinda
ve medyasinda yer etmesi; kampanya destekg¢ilerinin halki bilgilendirme ve ikna
etmede yetersiz kalmasi ve kampanyanin Ozellikle kampanya siirecinin son
zamanlarinda halkin 1ilgisini  yliksek tutamayarak halihazirda savundugu

argumanlarini tekrar etmesi bulunmaktadir.

Ugiincii boliimde bu tez, Brexit siirecinin ayrilma yanlis1 kampanya grubunun
arglimanlarint Avrupa siipheciligi, 1975 referandumu, siyasi kampanya gruplari, is
insanlari, akademisyenler, politikacilar ve gazeteler 1s1ginda incelemektedir. Ayrica
tezde kampanyanin reklamlarina ve sosyal medya kullanimina da deginilmektedir.
Sonunda tez, ayrilma yanlist kampanyanin basarisinin ardindaki nedenleri

siralamaktadir.

Ayrilma kampanyasini destekleyenlerin argumanlarinin ana unsurlari, uzun yillardir
Birlesik Krallik kamuoyunun sert Avrupa siipheci perspektifinde ortaya cikan ve
siyasi partiler ve kitle iletisim araclar tarafindan basariyla yayilan egemenlik, go¢ ve
ekonomi olmugstur. Ayrilma yanlis1 kampanya, referandum stirecini provokatif bir

sekilde ele alma bicimi sayesinde, egemenlik ve kontroliin uluslariistii bir Orgiite
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kaptirilmas: ve bu sebeple dengesiz bir ekonomiye sahip olunmasi, diger Avrupa
tilkelerinden gelen gd¢gmenler sebebiyle yasanacak daha az giivenli bir iilkeye sahip
olunmas1 ve bunun getirdigi giivenliksizlik gibi kamuoyunun Avrupa siipheci

endiselerine atifta bulunarak statiikoyu degistirmeyi basarmistir.

Tezin bu boliimii referandum sonucunun tarihsel gelisimine 151k tutan en kritik alt
baslik olan Avrupa slipheciligi ile baslayarak Avrupa siipheciligi teriminin
kullaninminin 1985°te Birlesik Krallik medyasinda bagsladigina, bu siipheciligin bir
Ingiliz hastalig1 olarak goriildiigiine, iki alt baslig1 olan “soft” (yumusak) ve “hard”
(sert) Avrupa siipheciligi kavramlarmma ve Brexit’in aslinda Birlesik Krallik’taki

“hard” (sert) Avrupa siipheciliginin bir sonucu olduguna deginmektedir.

Bu alt baslik sonrasinda Avrupa siipheciliginin Birlesik Krallik’ta kdklenerek gelisip
yayildigi en Onemli platform olan yazili medyanin roliine deginildikten sonra
kampanya stratejilerini etkileyen ve Birlesik Krallik halkinin i¢inde olusan
tartismalara deginilmektedir. Kampanya siiresince en kritik giindemlerden olan gog
ve donemin hiikiimetinin basarisiz go¢ politikalart medya yayinlariyla da beslenerek

Brexit’e olan olumlu yaklasimi arttirmistir.

1975 ve 2016 referandumlarinin karsilagtirma analiziyle devam eden boliim, iki
referandum arasindaki benzerlikleri siralamaktadir: Her ikisinde de katilimin yiiksek
olmasi, iki kampanya tarafi i¢in de semsiye organizasyonlarin bulunmasi, ekonomi
ve egemenligin kampanya siireclerini domine eden iki konu olmasi. Benzerlikleri
takriben farkliliklara da deginilmektedir: 2016 referandumunun Birlesik Krallik
televizyonlarinda 1975 referandumuna gore daha fazla yer bulmasi, halkin
politikacilara olan giiveninin 2016 referandumunda ¢ok daha az olmasi, 1975
referandumu donemindeki yayinlarin halka bilgi aktariminda daha ¢ok caba sarf
etmis olmasi, 1975 referandumunun kampanya siirecinde televizyon haberlerinde
gorliniir olmanin kampanya gruplar1 tarafindan daha ¢ok Onemsenmesi ve ilk
referandumda gazetelerin ¢ogunlugunun Avrupa Ekonomik Toplulugu'nda kalmay:

desteklemesi.

Ayrilma yanlis1 kampanya grubunun ortak arglimanlarinda yer alan gog¢ alt bashigi,

diger AB iiyesi iilkelerden Birlesik Krallik’a gbd¢ eden kisilerin iilkeyi daha
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giivenliksiz ve adaletsiz yaptig1 arglimanlarin1 kapsamaktadir. Ekonomi alt baghigi,
g0¢ konusuna bagli olarak ortaya ¢ikan bir baglik olmasinin yani sira, gogmenlerin
Birlesik Krallik’taki kamu hizmetleri, istthdam, barinma ve refah konularin1 olumsuz
etkiledigine deginmektedir. Egemenlik alt baslig1 ise ayrilma yanlisi kampanyanin
ana mesaj1 olan “Kontrolii Geri Al” slogan dogrultusunda AB ve Birlesik Krallik
arasindaki giic dengesinin bozulduguna, uluslariistii bir organizasyona iiye olmanin
tilkenin kendi egemenligini tehlikeye attiina ve AB’nin yasama konusunda

yeterince saydam olmadigina deginmektedir.

Bu boliimde yer verilen siyasi kampanya gruplar arasinda Vote Leave, Grassroots
Out, Leave.EU/TheKnow.eu ve Left Leave Coalition yer almaktadir. Ayrilma yanlist
kampanyanin resmi ve ana grubu olarak Vote Leave, Brexit’in Birlesik Krallik’in
gocmenlerin artan sayisi sebebiyle bozulmakta olan ekonomisini diizeltecegini (Watt,
2016), mevcut hiikiimetin iilkesi adina AB ile olan iligkileri verimli sekilde idare
edemeyecegini (Chilton, 2015) ve bu sebeplerle radikal bir degisimin gerekli

oldugunu (Marlow, 2014) savunmaktadir.

Birlesik Krallik halkinin i¢inden ¢ikan kampanya gruplari ve bireysel kampanyacilar
arasinda BelLeave (Ramsay & Geoghegan, 2017), eski askeri yetkililer (EU
referendum: Ex-military officers fighting for EU exit, 2016) ve balik¢ilik endiistrisi
(Razaq, 2016) bulunmaktadir. BeLeave kampanyas:t oy hakki olan gencleri kendi
taraflarina katmay1 (Vote Leave: Activist to give MPs evidence of 'rule breaking',
2018); eski askeri yetkililer AB’den kontroliin geri alinarak kararlarin yalnizca
iilkeleri tarafindan verilmeye baslanmasini (Press Association, 2016); balikcilik
endiistrisi ise Ortak Balik¢ilik Politikasi’nin sonlanarak sektorlerinin daha karli ve

giiclii bir hale gelmesini (Razaq, 2016) amaclamustir.

Ayrilma yanlis1 kampanyay1 destekleyen is insanlar1 ve topluluklari arasinda Peter
Hargreaves (Mann,2016) , Arron Banks (Booth, 2016) ve 250 diger is insan1 (Inman,
2016) yer almaktadir. Ayrilma yanlis1t kampanyay1 bagislariyla destekleyen bu kisiler
Birlesik Krallik’in ekonomisinin AB iiyeliginden ayrilmast durumunda gli¢lenecegini
(Martin, 2016) ve kiiclik isletmelerinden de bundan yararlanacagini (Inman, 2016)

savunmuslardir.
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Historians for Britain grubu ayrilma yanlis1 kampanyanin akademi tarafindaki
karsiligin1 temsil ederek Birlesik Krallik’in kontrolii geri alarak daha izole olmasinin
ve milliyetciligin tilke i¢in ne kadar 6nemli oldugunu vurgulamaktadir (Mammone,

2015).

Ayrilma yanlis1 kampanyay1 destekleyen kritik politikacilar arasinda Boris Johnson
(Eight reasons Leave won the UK's referendum on the EU, 2016), Nigel Farage
(Eight reasons Leave won the UK's referendum on the EU, 2016), Michael Gove
(Coleman, 2016) ve Daniel Hannan (Knight, 2016) yer almaktadir. Ozellikle lider
karizmalariyla Birlesik Krallik halkini etkileyen bu politikacilar, AB ile olan
iligkilerde radikal bir degisimin gerekliligi konusunda ikna edici olarak basarili bir
sekilde kampanyalarini yiiriitmiislerdir (Eight reasons Leave won the UK's

referendum on the EU, 2016; Clarke, Goodwin & Whiteley, 2016).

Kampanyay1 destekleyen gazeteler arasinda Daily Mail (Levy, Aslan & Bironzo,
2016, s.10), Sun (Levy, Aslan & Bironzo, 2016, s.10), Daily Express (Levy, Aslan &
Bironzo, 2016, s.33) ve Telegraph (Greenslade, 2016) bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle
kampanya siirecinin son haftalar1 dahil olmak iizere ayrilma kampanyasini
destekleyen ikna edici ve provakatif soylemleriyle bu gazeteler politikacilarla birlikte
ayrilma yanlis1 kampanyanin bagarisina en ¢ok katkida bulunan aktorlerden olmustur

(Simpson & Startin, 2023, 5.303).

Ayrilma yanlis1 kampanyanin reklamlar1 ve sosyal medya kullanim1 boliimiinde Vote
Leave Uygulamas1 (Mullen, 2016), Vote Leave’in referandum yayimi, kampanyanin
Twitter, Facebook ve YouTube kullanim1 ve Brexit Express’e yer verilmistir. Sosyal
medyay1 aktif sekilde kullanan ve Birlesik Krallik halkina etkili mesajlar ve ytliksek

etkilesimle ulasan ayrilma kampanyasi bagarisini bu platformla da per¢inlemistir.

Ayrilma yanlis1 kampanya boliimiiniin son alt baslig1 olarak kampanyanin basarisinin
ardindaki sebepler analiz edilmektedir: Sebep olarak referandumun yapilmasinin da
en biiyiik sebeplerinden olan Birlesik Krallik’ta artan gdg¢men sayisi, donemin
hiikiimetinin basarisiz go¢ politikalari, ayrilma yanlis1 gazetelerin sayr ve icerik

acisindan daha giiclii olusu ve halk arasinda yabanci diismanlhigi ve Avrupa
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stipheciliginin yayilmasinda oynadiklari rol, AB smirlarinin genislemesi durumunda
teror sorunu yasayan iilkelerle komsu olunacak olmasinin halka verdigi korku ve
ayrilma yanlisi kampanyanin verimli ve nokta atis1 sosyal medya kullanimi

siralanabilir.

Tezin sonug boliimiinde temel arastirma sorusu olan “Kampanya stratejileri agisindan
ayrilma yanlis1t kampanyanin basarisinin ardindaki faktorler nelerdir?” cevaplanarak
Avrupa silipheciligine, medyanin roliine, kampanya siirecindeki hiikiimetin basarisiz
yonetimine, ayrilma yanlisi kampanyanin mesajlarini halka etkileyici, ikna edici ve
tekrarlayici bir yontemle aktarmasina ve sosyal medyay1 ve basini basarili sekilde

kullanmasina atifta bulunulmaktadir.
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